      Councilor Brennan
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION RE JULY 29, 2012 NEW ENGLAND 

GOVERNOR’S & EASTERN CANADIAN PREMIER’S CONFERENCE
In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, between 50 to 75 people walked to raise awareness and protest the possible use of the pipeline to transport tar sands oil from Montreal to Portland, and walkers passed through Jay, Troy, Newport, Irasburg, Barton, Sutton, Burke, Victory, Lunenburg and Guildhall prior to the Conference of New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers (NEG/ECP); and

WHEREAS, the Conference of New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers (NEG/ECP) has led the development of the regional approaches to energy development and trade,  renewable power, energy efficiency and new technologies; and

WHEREAS, on July 29th, 2012, the Conference of New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers (NEG/ECP) met at the Hilton in downtown Burlington, Vermont; and

WHEREAS, it was widely reported that an anticipated 300 to 400 people were planning to peacefully protest and object to their elected public leaders about the use of old pipeline infrastructure in Vermont for the transportation of newly exploited tar sand; and

WHEREAS, the following groups oppose the exploitation of Tar Sands in Canada and have committed more than 10 million dollars to that campaign: Corporate Ethics International, Natural Resources Defense Council, Sierra Club/Sierra Club Foundation, Forest Ethics, Western Organization of Resources Councils Education Project, Environmental Defense Canada Inc., Greenpeace Canada, Rainforest Action Network, Boreal Songbird Initiative, Indigenous Environmental Network, Sierra Club of Canada, Friends of the Earth, Ecojustice Canada Society, Dogwood Initiative, Earthworks, World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Canada, Plains Justice, Ceres Inc., Insight Productions, Inc., Equiterre, Tides Center Global Community Monitor, Polaris Institute, Environmental Law & Policy Center, Earth Justice, Fresh Energy, National Wildlife Federation, Great Bear Initiative, Oil Change International, Water Matters Society of Alberta, Bioregional Research Institute Society, PLATFORM London, Minnesota Centre for Environmental Advocacy, Living Oceans Society, Westcoast Environmental Law Research Foundation, T. Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation, Turning Point Initiative, Driftwood Foundation,
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Public Interest Projects / Science First, Environmental America Research & Policy, Center for Energy Matters, Rainforest Conversation Society, Public Citizen Foundation, Tyee Solutions Society, Canadian Parks & Wilderness Society; and

WHEREAS, on July 29th, 2012, rallies were reported around the downtown Burlington area as peaceful and non-violent all day long, with protesters numbering in the hundreds; and

WHEREAS, a small minority of protesters attempted to block buses believed to be carrying the governors and premiers from leaving the Hilton's side driveway on College Street as an act of civil disobedience; and

WHEREAS, the protesters and police clashed, and some protesters were shot with "less-lethal" munitions while in the process of exercising their First Amendment Rights; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Weinberger and Governor Shumlin supported the police action prior to the internal review and the Burlington Police Commission’s review; and

WHEREAS, the Burlington Police Department released its New England Governor’s and Eastern Canadian Premier’s Conference Preliminary After Action Report on August 24, 2012, and the Burlington Police Commission reviewed this report; and

WHEREAS, the Burlington Police Department responded to questions of the Burlington Police Commission from the Preliminary After Action Report on September 24, 2012; and

WHEREAS, there is still an appearance of bias in this internal inquiry into whether or not the citizens’ First Amendment rights were violated during the confrontation with the police; 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council orders an independent investigation to review whether any citizens’ First Amendment rights were at all violated in Burlington, Vermont on July 29th, 2012 during the protests around the New England Governor’s and Eastern Canadian Premier’s Conference; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the scope and nature of the investigation be focused and narrowed towards the civil rights bestowed upon all of us as defined by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director of the Vermont Human Rights Commission shall be asked to make a recommendation of three (3) people and/or entities to the City 
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Council from whom the City Council shall choose one person or entity to conduct such investigation to help eliminate the appearance of bias; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the independent investigation shall be limited to a total cost of not more than $10,000.  In the event the investigation warrants more time and resources, the investigator shall make such request to the full City Council; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the independent investigator(s) shall present the findings of the investigation to the full City Council in a timely fashion coordinated with the Council President.
lb/eblackwood/c: Resolutions 2012/Investigation re 7-29-12 New England Governor’s & Eastern Canadian Premier’s Conference (protest of pipeline to transport tar sands oil)
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