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ACCEPTING REPORT ON EXPLORATION OF ROUTES 

BETWEEN THE CHAMPLAIN PARKWAY AND KING STREET 
NEIGHBORHOOD AND AUTHORIZING SCOPING ON 
RAILYARD ENTERPRISE PROJECT

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, in response to a June 18 Resolution by the Council on this matter, the Mayor and CEDO staff have met with Vermont Secretary of Transportation Brian Searles and his staff to explore alternatives to the proposed route of the Champlain Parkway as it affects the King Street neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary reported back in a letter dated August 9, 2012, that the Champlain Parkway project “cannot be amended to include other significant elements such as new streets that were not included in the original design;” and


WHEREAS, the Secretary also reported that the federally-required historic resources evaluation, known as the 4(f) determination, which prevented the Champlain Parkway from running through the Burlington Railyard, cannot be revisited for the Champlain Parkway; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary also reported that if the Champlain Parkway were not built at this stage based on a City decision, the City would be responsible for a minimum payback of $5 million to the Federal Highway Administration pursuant to the City’s Cooperative Agreement with the Agency of Transportation (VTrans), state law, and federal law; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and his staff have identified an independent project to be known as the Railyard Enterprise Project that had its basis in the Final Report of the Waterfront South Access Project in June, 2010; and
WHEREAS, the Secretary also reported that the best way for the City to achieve construction of the Champlain Parkway and the Railyard Enterprise Project is to pursue them as separate projects; and
WHEREAS, the Secretary also reported that the Federal Highway Administration has agreed that the Railyard Enterprise Project “would be eligible for federal participation on an 80/20 basis which the State agrees could be an 80/10/10 federal/state/local split;” and

WHEREAS, the Secretary has reported that the Railyard Enterprise Project “appears to be a
project that this Administration would support as it promotes economic development,” although the State
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would have significant interest in ensuring that rail operations were not severely impacted by the project; and
WHEREAS, the next step of the process would be for the project to be supported by the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) of the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission through inclusion in its Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); and
WHEREAS, the project would then have to be included in the State Transportation Capital program and be approved by the Vermont General Assembly; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and CEDO staff met with members of the community, including representatives of Champlain Housing Trust, Preservation Burlington, Vermont-AARP, Community Health Center of Burlington, King Street Youth Center, Vermont Affordable Housing Coalition, Conservation Law Foundation, and King Street Neighborhood Revitalization Board, and with Neil Mickenberg; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and CEDO staff had several meetings with Vermont Railway; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and CEDO staff met with the other appellants in the Act 250 appeal, including Allan Hunt and representatives from GP Burlington South, LLC and Fortieth Burlington, LLC; and
WHEREAS, those individuals and organizations generally reported they were favorably encouraged by the potential of the Railyard Enterprise Project to address the widespread concerns about effects of the Champlain Parkway on the King Street neighborhood; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor has now reported back to the Council on these events;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby accepts the Mayor’s report on these events and approves the City’s continuing work to advance the Champlain Parkway; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council expresses its full support for the new Railyard Enterprise Project and authorizes the Mayor and CEDO staff to commence work with the MPO on scoping for the project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council requests quarterly communications from the Administration on the progress that is being made along with a timeline that is updated quarterly so the Council and the community know where this project stands.  
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