       Councilor Decelles 
ONE PERCENT ROOMS AND MEALS TAX INCREASE AND 
BURLINGTON BIKE PATH STRUCTURAL IMPROVEMENTS

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the need for structural improvements to the Burlington Bike Path is an issue well-known  to citizens, visitors to Burlington, this Council and the present City Administration; and

WHEREAS, there is a sentiment shared by many that, despite the recommendations in the recently completed final report of the Burlington Bike Path Task Force,  now is not the time to place a question upon the November, 2012 ballot related to issuance of a bond for making such improvements; and

WHEREAS, this sentiment notwithstanding, the City Council believes that it could be appropriate to  enact a one percent (1%) increase in the rooms and meals tax, which increase would be expected to yield $1.2 million in additional tax revenues per year, with such additional revenues to be solely dedicated to expenditures for Burlington Bike Path structural improvements; and

WHEREAS, the City Council also believes that such an increase in the rooms and meals tax should sunset after three years;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, pursuant to its powers to levy rooms and meals tax under Article 19, Section 48 of the City Charter, the City Council hereby refers to its Ordinance Committee for consideration the enactment of a one percent (1%) increase in the rooms and meals tax, with such increase solely dedicated to Burlington Bike Path structural improvements and to sunset by January 1, 2016; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in conjunction with the efforts of the Ordinance Committee, the Board of Finance is directed to consider whether the dedication of such a tax increase for Burlington Bike Path structural improvements should be included as an amendment to the current City budget or whether such should be included as part of the City budget for the next fiscal year; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that both the Ordinance Committee and the Board of Finance are directed to report back to this Council with their recommendations by the Council’s first meeting in October, 2012.
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