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LANDLORD ACCOUNTABILITY 

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the City of Burlington greatly values its quality of life and protects the right of every citizen to have a safe living environment; and
WHEREAS, many of our citizens are dependent on property owners so they can attain a safe living environment; and
WHEREAS, the Minimum Housing Standards, (Ordinances, Division 1, Chapter 18) address safe housing standards from lighting, plumbing, space and occupancy to fire safety; and
WHEREAS, our Ordinances (Division 1, Section 18-70), Minimum Housing Standards state that no person shall “let to another for occupancy any dwelling, roominghouse, dwelling unit or rooming unit which does not comply with the minimum standards as provided by this article;” and

WHEREAS, the Office of Code Enforcement is charged with inspections of properties to assess compliance with our housing standards; and
WHEREAS, the Office works with property owners to seek solutions to housing standard violations by notifying them of said violations and working with them to address violations; and
WHEREAS, despite their best efforts, there are property owners who let to another occupancy that violate our Ordinances repeatedly and do not address the violations in a timely manner, if at all; and
WHEREAS, this behavior is unsafe for our community and those who violate our Ordinances should be known to renters who depend on property owners to maintain housing standards for their own safety; and
WHEREAS, the Vermont Department of Health Food and Lodging Program inspects and licenses restaurants, delis, seafood markets, food processors, salvage food stores, hotels, motels, inns, bakeries, school food service facilities, summer camps, and fair stands statewide.  The ultimate goal of this inspection process is to protect the public by preventing food-borne illness. The 44 point checklist includes ensuring that the food “is in good condition, unadulterated and safe for human consumption,” “potentially hazardous food is stored, prepared, displayed, served and transported according to specified 
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time and temperature requirements,” “proper equipment is used to maintain product temperature,” “personnel with infections or communicable diseases are restricted from handling food or excluded from work,” “food equipment and utensils are properly sanitized,’ and “insects, rodents and other animals are kept out of the restaurant by screens or self-closing doors,” and that the “premises are well maintained;” and

WHEREAS, this inspection process and public knowledge of this process has made it possible for citizens to make informed food selection choices; and

WHEREAS, this process has encouraged eating establishments to improve their food preparation practices and improve their premises to address their score which benefits everyone;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this City Council requests that the Office of Code Enforcement in working with the Community Development Committee will endeavor to create a similar “checklist” that would include a property owner’s history of code violations that are outstanding as well as a rating of those property owners who consistently and proactively address code violations in a responsible manner so the public can be well aware before they choose to rent of the record of their potential landlord; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Community Development Committee will schedule two public hearings so there is opportunity for the public to be heard regarding this proposal; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that should the Director of Code Enforcement and the Community Development Committee find that a checklist can be developed consistent with that objective that will also treat all parties fairly (i.e. allowing time for correction of infractions and that the list not be predicated on complaints but on verified violations), that the Director report back to the Council by the last Council meeting in October.  This report would include a list of recommendations on ways to publicize this checklist including print media along with recommendations to fund such coverage should local media not be amenable to providing such coverage at no charge.
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