 Councilor Blais
AUTHORIZATION TO TEMPORARILY RECONFIGURE THE SHAPE 
AND/OR EXPAND OUTDOOR CAFES ON CHURCH STREET 
LICENSED TO SERVE ALCOHOL AFFECTED BY THE 2012 
ELECTRICAL AND LIGHTING CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the City of Burlington , through the Church Street Marketplace Commission, is engaged in a complete overhaul of the Church Street Marketplace District’s electrical and lighting system, which was originally built in 1981; and

WHEREAS, when completed, the new electrical and lighting system will provide a more reliable and consistent source of power for vendor carts and holiday and special event activities, and  will provide new LED lights for Church Street; and

WHEREAS, construction on the project, which began in April, 2012 and will conclude in November, 2012, will interfere with the public right of way in front of all Church Street stores and restaurants for a period of time, thereby reducing opportunities for retailers and restaurateurs to use the right of way in front of their stores and restaurants during the downtown’s primary selling season; and 

WHEREAS,  Church Street retailers have been encouraged to maximize the available days allotted to them to display their merchandise on the right of way in front of their stores before and after construction occurs in order to help them mitigate the impact of construction on their businesses; and

WHEREAS, Church Street restaurateurs have also been encouraged to maximize the available days allotted to them  to expand the size of their outdoor café spaces, before and after construction occurs in order  to help them mitigate the impact of construction on their businesses; and 

WHEREAS the Church Street Marketplace provides outdoor café space to 25 eating and drinking establishments, 15 of which are permitted by the City and State to serve alcohol.  Those establishments are:  Ake’s Place, Asiana Noodle Company, Mr. Crepe, Church & Main Restaurant, Church Street Tavern, East Shore Vineyards, EB Strong, Halvorson’s Upstreet Café, Ken’s Pizza and Pub, Leunig’s Bistro, One Half, Red Square Bar & Grill, Ri Ra Irish Pub, Scuffer Steak & Ale, Sweetwater’s, and Three Tomatoes; and 
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WHEREAS, during the 2012 construction period, all outdoor cafes, including those licensed to serve alcohol, will need to temporarily reconfigure their approved space on the public right of way due to 

the placement of construction fencing on Church Street for varying periods of time resulting from the unpredictability of the construction process; and 

WHEREAS, the Church Street Marketplace Commission has approved the expansion of said outdoor cafes licensed to serve alcohol to accommodate the construction, per its March, 2010 guidelines, attached; and

WHEREAS, the executive director of the Church Street Marketplace has presented a plan to, reviewed with, and obtained approval from the Local Control Subcommittee for a) temporarily reconfiguring outdoor cafes licensed to serve alcohol during construction, and b) expanding the size of outdoor cafes licensed to serve alcohol during Church Street’s high season which ends on October 15, 2012, using the March, 2010 guidelines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that through October 15, 2012, the executive director of the Church Street Marketplace, in consultation with the Clerk/Treasurer’s office, be permitted to a) temporarily reconfigure the shape of outdoor cafes licensed to serve alcohol when construction impedes into outdoor café spaces and b) expand the size of outdoor cafes licensed to serve alcohol in the Church Street Marketplace District, following the Church Street Marketplace Commission’s March, 2010 guidelines.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that at least a seven foot right of way in front of those businesses with outdoor cafes licensed to serve alcohol, be provided to pedestrians at all times.
lb/gm/ Resolutions 2012/Church St. Marketplace – Temporarily Reconfigure Shape, Size of Cafes affected by Electrical & Lighting Construction 
6/20/12
Church Street Marketplace District Commission

APPROVED Outdoor Café Expansion Policy

as of 4/21/10

·         Cafés may expand no more than 30% or 8 feet across an adjoining retail store’s frontage, whichever is less

·         Cafes may not block the front door of an adjoining retail store. 

·         Policy is for a limited period of time during Church Street’s high season, May 15 through October 15 only:  20 days.

·         If restaurant has retail stores or empty storefronts on either side, café expansion is limited to one side or the other; not to both sides. 

·         Retailers have priority and are given the right to deny any cafe expansion in front of their store front.  Since the retailer is losing exposure they should be able to be able to control the space in front of their store.

·         Outdoor café expansions may not block the nine foot right of way except during the Discover Jazz Festival; the exception is being made for those restaurants providing entertainment during the festival, as they are giving up table space and revenue, in order to promote music and performances. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

·         All Café Expansions must be approved by the adjacent retail business in writing (email or letter) and submitted to the Marketplace Commission 

·         Retailers have the option to receive from the restaurant a co-marketing program (at restaurant/bar expense) held during the café expansion, approved by affected retail business.  This can include flyers, fashion shows, tent cards, mailings, etc.

·         Expansion requires approval by the Marketplace Commission at least 60 days in advance of the event.  For greater efficiency and predictability, restaurants may group all of their expansion dates for a calendar year into one request for approval from the Commission.

·         Marketplace will provide meeting minutes to Local Control Subcommittee.

