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BURLINGTON WARD REDISTRICTING
In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, in the Spring of 2012 the Burlington Board of Civil Authority engaged in the redistricting of the legislative districts in the City of Burlington and made a recommendation on redistricting that was later adopted by the Vermont Legislature; and

WHEREAS, the Wards in the City of Burlington have issues similar to the legislative districts in that the deviations from the optimally sized Ward of 6,060 people, based on the 2010 Census, are 25.3% in Ward 1, -16.1% in Ward 4 and -10.9% in Ward 7 (see attached chart); and
             WHEREAS, It is important for the Wards of the City of Burlington to conform to the principal of “one person, one vote” as required by United States Constitution and supported by precedent of the United States Supreme Court; and 

WHEREAS, The Vermont Legislature has indicated that it is preferable not to have a deviation of more than +9.9% or -8.9%; and

WHEREAS, although there is a formal process set forth by statute for legislative redistricting, in which the Board of Civil Authority makes a recommendation to the Vermont Legislature, but no similar process exists for the redistricting of the Wards in either the City Charter or State Statute; and

WHEREAS, the process used by the City Council in the Spring of 2012 whereby a subcommittee of the Board of Civil Authority worked on the Legislative District boundaries and then made a final recommendation to the entire Board of Civil Authority, was one that worked well and produced a fair result; and 

WHEREAS, it is up to the City Council to make a determination as to how the process for Ward redistricting is going to occur; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the President of the City Council is given the authority by virtue of this Resolution to: 1) appoint a committee composed of five members.  That committee shall include the Mayor of Burlington and the Chair of the Charter Change Committee and that the other three appointees of the Committee shall represent geographical and political diversity.  Said Committee shall be called the Special Committee on Ward Redistricting; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Special Committee on Ward Redistricting shall convene forthwith and report back to the full Council, no later than November 26, 2012 with recommendations, for achieving a standard deviation in the wards that will pass constitutional muster; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council respectfully requests that the Committee engage the public in the decision-making process; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is essential that the November 26, 2012 timeline be adhered to so that the full council has time to vote to put the issue of Ward redistricting on the ballot in time for the elections in March, 2013 and that if the redistricting measures pass they can be brought before the legislature for approval as a Charter change in March of 2013.
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