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SUPPORT FOR THE VERMONT AIR NATIONAL GUARD’S

EFFORT TO WIN ASSIGNMENT OF THE F-35 FIGHTER JET

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, since 1946, the Vermont Air National Guard in South Burlington at the Burlington International Airport has been home to the 158th Fighter Wing, and for approximately 20 years, it has hosted the F-16 jet combat aircraft, long considered one of the United States Air Force’s (USAF’s) premier fighter airplanes; and 

WHEREAS, the Green Mountain Boys of the Vermont Air National Guard proudly maintain the highest caliber of trained personnel and equipment to accomplish the USAF mission of “Fly, Fight, and Win”; and 

WHEREAS, although a highly respected and venerable aircraft, the F-16’s lifespan is close to its conclusion, and during the next decade, the more technologically advanced F-35 will replace the F-16; and 

WHEREAS, the USAF has narrowed the potential bedding sites for the F-35 to preferred locations, including the 158th Fighter Wing at the Burlington International Airport; and 

WHEREAS, the USAF plans to make a final determination where to station the F-35 in 2012, and deployment will probably not occur until several years later; and 

WHEREAS, residents of South Burlington and Winooski, the two municipalities which the F-16 takeoffs and landings most directly affect, have expressed concerns about the noise that the new aircraft might cause; and 

WHEREAS, the completed Environmental Impact Study (EIS) on the F-35 is intended to analyze the “worse case” scenario for deployment, which depiction does not take into account the mitigating measures for noise which the 158th Fighter Wing has employed for over 20 years; and 

WHEREAS, the EIS concludes that the F-35 would release fewer atmospheric pollutants, and require fewer polluting chemicals to maintain, with the Burlington metropolitan area remaining in attainment for all federal and state air quality standards; and

WHEREAS, an EIS completed at Eglin Air Force Base in Florida did document high F-35 noise 
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levels, however, they reflected that base’s use as a training facility where repeated high speed landings and takeoffs occur; and 

WHEREAS, unlike at Eglin, the more restrained airport protocol of the Vermont Air National Guard means that more advanced training maneuvers are conducted in remote areas of northern New England and upstate New York and not over the more densely populated areas of Chittenden County; and 

WHEREAS, responding two years ago to noise concerns of the South Burlington City Council, Brigadier General Steven Cray noted that the Vermont Air National Guard has decades of experience and an excellent heritage of working with neighbors on fighter jet noise problems and would continue this tradition with the F-35; and 
WHEREAS, although there are legitimate noise issues related to the prospect of a new, and more technologically advanced, F-35 fighter jet being stationed at the Burlington International Airport in South Burlington, the Vermont Air National Guard is working to minimize any additional noise impact and has demonstrated a willingness to mitigate neighbor’s fears to the greatest extent possible; 
WHEREAS, accordingly, the Vermont Air National Guard and Burlington International Airport have agreed to create the Burlington International Airport Community Relations Committee, which will come under the auspices of the Airport Commission and for which role the Commission has received a military charter, with the purpose of the Committee being to address any neighborhood avionic concerns associated with the aircraft; and
WHEREAS, aside from the noise issues, Vermont National Guard Adjutant General Major General Michael Dubie has spoken of likely negative economic consequences if the Vermont Air National Guard’s air wing is relegated to a secondary support status; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Burlington City Council expresses its support for the permanent assignment of the F-35 fighter jet to the Vermont Air National Guard’s base at the Burlington International Airport in South Burlington; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Office of the Clerk-Treasurer is directed to send a copy of this resolution to United State Air Force Secretary Michael Donley, Vermont National Guard Adjutant General Major General Michael Dubie, and the Vermont Congressional Delegation.
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