 Councilor Shannon
QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION IN F-35 EIS
In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the City of Burlington is the owner of the Burlington International Airport and is responsible for its operations, its financial security, providing service to residents and businesses, and its impact on neighboring communities; and

WHEREAS, the Burlington International Airport depends on the Air National Guard as the primary provider of Crash Fire Rescue services to the commercial aircraft operations at Burlington, which represents a $2.5 million contribution to the airport; and

WHEREAS the Burlington International Airport is a regional asset managed by the City of Burlington for the benefit of the region; and

WHEREAS the Burlington international Airport is key to attracting many large and small businesses to the Central Vermont region; and

WHEREAS the City of Burlington does not financially benefit from the management of the airport, as the airport is structured as an enterprise fund, independent from City finances; and 

 
WHEREAS the Burlington International Airport and Air National Guard base (ANG) is being considered as a site for the placement of 18 F-35 fighter jets (ANG Scenario 1) or 24 F-35 fighter jets (ANG Scenario 2); and,

WHEREAS the Air National Guard contributes in the range of $2 million in essential emergency services, annually to the Airport; and

WHEREAS it is in the interest of both the Airport, the region, and the state to assure the continued operation of the Air National Guard at the Burlington International Airport; and

 
WHEREAS, a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) on the proposed basing has been completed; and

 

WHEREAS, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the F-35s states that the average flying days per year would be 260 days and further states that the basing would involve 5,486 operations per year under ANG Scenario 1 (average of 21 per day); and 7,296 operations per year  
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(average of 28 per day) under the ANG Scenario 2; and

 
WHEREAS, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has determined that noise levels which exceed 65 db are “incompatible with residential use”.; and

 
WHEREAS, the proposed basing of the F-35 fighter jets substantially increases the area within the 65-85 db contour; and

 
WHEREAS, the DEIS states that 5,632 people in 2,516 households reside within the 65-85 db DNL zone under the ANG Scenario 1 and 6,675 people in 2,944 households resides within the 65-85 db DNL zone under the ANG Scenario 2; and

 
WHEREAS, the peak noise generated by the F-35's is 7 to 17 db greater than the F-16's which is 1.6 to 3.2 times louder than the F-16s; and

WHEREAS, the increase in noise levels is not limited to the 65 DNL contour line, but will affect residents well outside the line including many residents of Burlington; and

 
WHEREAS, there is a large body of evidence demonstrating that real estate values decline as a result of increased noise levels; and
 
WHEREAS, 1,578 existing housing units and up to 1,366 additional housing units, with a potential value of over $700,000,000, will be located within the 65-85 db zone; and,

 
WHEREAS, there is debate as to what kind of changes would occur to our Air National Guard operations if Burlington is not selected for the F-35 basing; and

WHEREAS, there is an economic cost (as demonstrated above) of the proposed F-35 basing at the Burlington International Airport, and there are clear regional benefits of maintaining a strong Air National Guard presence at the Airport; and

WHEREAS, F-35s have been built, are flying today, and could come to Burlington for a demonstration;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Burlington requests the Air Force address the following questions in their F-35 EIS so that the public can better understand the potential economic benefits and costs:

· With increased noise zones 65-85 dB DNL, will buyers be able to receive federally guaranteed loans (FHA and VA) financing?

· What kind of "special approvals" will be necessary in order to receive federally guaranteed loans?

· What additional disclosures will sellers within the 65 DNL contour need to sign in order to sell their homes?

· Will any residents be in an "Accident Potential Zone"?
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· Will the Air Guard continue to exist and support services at the Burlington International Airport if the F-35s are not based at the Burlington International Airport and the F-16s have exceeded their utility?


AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Burlington requests that the Air Force bring an F-35 to the Burlington International Airport as soon as possible, so that residents can experience the actual noise level, rather than trying to infer how a loud a particular decibel increase will be experientially.
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