       Councilors Mason,

 
         Shannon, Decelles, Siegel, Aubin, Tracy, Dober
REQUESTING EXPLORATION OF ROUTES BETWEEN THE 
CHAMPLAIN PARKWAY AND BATTERY STREET TO ENHANCE 
THE RESIDENTIAL AREAS ADJACENT TO MAPLE, KING, 
AND NORTHERN PINE STREET

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

WHEREAS, the City of Burlington is the Project Manager of the proposed Southern Connector/Champlain Parkway (“Champlain Parkway”) which provides an automobile and truck route from I-189 and U.S. Route 7 to the City Center District (“CCD”); and
WHEREAS, numerous City of Burlington planning documents, including the Municipal and Transportation plans include the Champlain Parkway; and
WHEREAS, according to the 2009 Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Parkway (“FEIS”) (at page 1-16), the Champlain Parkway is “expected to become the major routing for north-south traffic in the area;” and
WHEREAS, this is projected to result in approximately 1,900 additional trips on Pine from Lakeside to Main, consisting of an approximately 14% increase from Lakeside to Maple and a 29% increase from Maple to Main.  Although the volume of trips will increase on Pine Street north of Lakeside, the Level of Service at the intersections of Maple and King is projected to improve due to the installation of traffic signals and a left turn lane at the intersection of Pine and Maple; and
WHEREAS, one of the “Project Purposes”, according to the FSEIS (at page 1-16), is to “eliminate the disruption to local neighborhoods and separate the local and through traffic;.” and
WHEREAS, the Council supports the Champlain Parkway’s goals of improving access to the CCD and separating local and through traffic at local neighborhoods; and
WHEREAS, there are several ideas and proposals for providing vehicular traffic  access between the Champlain Parkway and Battery Street and Main Street that avoid the King Street neighborhood, all of which are worthy of exploration; and
WHEREAS, for the reasons stated above, the Council desires the City to explore connections between the Champlain Parkway and Battery Street that avoid the King Street neighborhood;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council requests the Mayor and his staff to engage in the following actions:
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1.
Meet with interested members of the Burlington community to learn about their concerns regarding the proposed route of the Champlain Parkway through the King Street neighborhood and to discuss alternatives;

2.
Meet with the Vermont Secretary of Transportation, his staff and other State and Federal officials to explore alternatives to the proposed route of the Champlain Parkway;

3.
At his discretion, invite and involve members of the business and non-profit communities who have expressed interest in this issue to such meetings with State and Federal officials;

4.
Report back to the Council on his progress in securing an alternative to the route through the King Street neighborhood for the Champlain Parkway by September 30, 2012.
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