          Full City Council
HONORING CLAUDE MUMBERE FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN THE NATIONAL POETRY OUT LOUD COMPETITION

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, Claude Mumbere is an 18 year old senior at Burlington High School; and 


WHEREAS, Claude has achieved a tremendous amount of success within the Burlington School District since moving to the United States eight years ago from the Congo.  This is especially notable since Claude achieved this high level of success without speaking any English before arriving in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to his academic achievements, Claude was designated a Most Valuable Player statewide for his achievements in soccer; and 

WHEREAS, with the support of talented teachers and advocates at Burlington High School such as Claude’s coaches and English teachers Erika Lowe and Benjamin Roesch, he has been encouraged to strive for and achieve excellence; and

WHEREAS, Claude was encouraged by his teachers, after placing first in the State of Vermont, to enter the National Poetry Out Loud Competition that took place in Washington, D.C. on May 14th and 15th, 2012, sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation with a distinguished panel of judges including Garrison Keillor; and

WHEREAS, out of more then 365,000 high school students who entered the Poetry Out Loud Competition, on May 14th Claude placed in the top nine finalists and on May 15th Claude was declared the second place winner by the panel of judges;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council express their congratulations to Claude Mumbere for his tremendous accomplishment and commitment to excellence and wish Claude the very best of success in all his future endeavors, including his plans to attend St. Lawrence University in the Fall of 2012; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk’s Office is requested to present certified copies of this resolution to Claude Mumbere; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council respectfully asks Claude, if he so wishes, to present his rendition of the Carl Sandberg poem “Chicago” at the City Council Meeting of May 21, 2012.
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