       Councilor Shannon
AUTHORIZING CAO TO RENEW CABLE CONTENT CONTRACT

In the year Two Thousand Fourteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, in 2008, the City Council enacted a Resolution agreeing that “the General Manager of Burlington Telecom, in consultation with his or her staff and the City Attorney’s Office, should, in the first instance, make all decisions regarding the carriage of any particular channels over our cable network consistent with the city’s carriage policy;” and

WHEREAS, that Resolution also pledged that neither the City Council “nor the mayor should be involved in the direct regulation of content on our cable network other than through generic carriage policies;” and

WHEREAS, it is unclear how that Resolution interacts with the City’s purchasing policies that require Board of Finance and/or City Council approval for expenditures over a certain level; and

WHEREAS, Burlington Telecom staff are working with the City Attorney and Chief Administrative Officer to develop a comprehensive policy to address these issues, which shall be submitted to the City Council within 90 days; and 

WHEREAS, in the interim, Burlington Telecom will continue to follow the purchasing policy for Board of Finance and/or Council approval; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council ratifies the CAO’s execution of the Comcast Sports contract that was approved by the Board of Finance at its January 6, 2014, meeting.
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