TAX ABATEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE
IN CARE OF THE OFFICE OF THE ASSESSOR
City of Burlington, Vermont

City Hall, Room 17, 149 Church Street, Burlington, VT 05401

WEBSITE: www.burlingtonvt.gov/assessor Voice (802) 865-7114
Fax (802) 865-711¢6

12/26/2013

John A McMullen

Katherine Clark, Attorney
100 Dorset Street

South Burlington, VT 05403

RE; The Committee of the Board of Tax Abatement will make the following recommendation to the
full Board of Tax Abatement regarding your request for abatement of penalties, interest and / or

taxes.
PARCEL ID: 049-3-177-000
LOCATION: 276 College Street
AMOUNT REQUESTED: $136.17

COMMITTEE HEARING DATE: December 4, 2013
AMOUNT RECOMMENDED FOR ABATEMENT: $0
COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION: Hartnett motion to deny request. Mason second the
denial. Motion was unanimous.
MOTION MADE; Deny the request. The interest is legal, collectable and just.
COMMITTEE'S REASONS: Committee recommends to deny the request due to the following;
deadlines are in the VT Tax Return booklet, State made oulreach efforts regarding the process, penalty
of 3% is not overly burdensome and this is consistent with past BTA decisions.

Dear McMuillen,

The Board of Tax Abatement will make a final decision on your request for tax abatement on Monday,
January 13, 2014, The Board looks to the committee's recommendation and reasoning for guidance.
You have the right to testify before the Board of Tax Abatement. The hearing will be held at Contois
Auditorium in Burlington City Hall, during the City Council meeling.

The City Council meeting begins at 7:00 P.M.

If you are planning on attending this meeting, please contact Lori Olberg at 802-865-7136.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Nosek, Associate Assessor
For the Tax Abatement Committee



TAX ABATEMENT REQUEST FORM

Please submit one form per property tax abatement request
Additional copies of this form can be found at www.burlingtonvi.qov/CT/PropertyTax/Abatement
Submit to: Attention: Lori, Burlington City Hall, 2" Floor—Room 20, 149 Church Street, Burlington, VT 05401
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Briefly describe your abatement request. You may submit a letter with more details of your request.
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Board of Abatement (Attn: Lori)
City of Burlington

149 Church Street

Burlington, VT (05401

Dear Board of Abatement,

John A. McMullen
100 Dorset St., Suite 15
South Burlington, VT 05403

September 10, 2013 _ P
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[ write to protest the penalty applied to my tax bill for a late-filed homestead declaration.

My home is at 276 College Street in Burlington (Property ID: 049-3-177.000) and I only
learned about the change in homestead filing requirement when I received my 2013/2014
tax bill in July of this year -- two and half months after the filing deadline for the

homestead declaration.

Before receiving this tax bill showing my home as “Non-Residential”, I assumed that the

matter of declaring my homestead was settled since, until the change this year, the rule

was for a one-time filing of the homestead declaration good from then on.

Itis OK to change the rule. What is irksome is to change the rule and give last notice of its
change in a property tax bill issued after the homestead declaration filing deadline -- a
deadline you could only learn about before that by going online to the Tax Department
website -- and, oh yes, if you happened to notice an insert in your tax bill of 15 months ago.

So the taxpayer finds himself in a Catch-22 situation where he will suffer a large penalty
(in my case, $136.17) for filing a late homestead declaration to get the benefit of the lower
tax rate for homes. For all the world, this looks like a “gotcha” situation where the City

can take back the benefit of the lower rate in a penalty that almost nullifies the benefit.

A call to the Vermont Tax Department yielded the information that the authority to waive this
penalty was delegated to the cities and towns -- so the City is my forum to request a waiver,

Now having caught up with this change of rule, I am on notice to file future annual

homestead declarations before April 15™ and would not protest a future penalty should 1 fail

to do so. But it seems to me unreasonable to change the rule and levy the penalty in the -

same year as the change, especially since unwary homeowners believed hat an earlier filing
settled the need to file subsequent homestead declarations.

Therefore, | respectfully request that the City waive the $136.17 penalty.
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J6hn A. McMullen
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John A. McMullen

276 College Street
Burlington, VT 05401
Office of the Assessor
City Hall
Burlington, VT 05401
Dear Assessor,

I hereby authorize Attorney Catherine Clark of Burlington to represent me at the hearing
of the Committee of the Board of Tax Abatement commencing at 5:30 PM on
Wednesday, December 4, 2013.

Ireside at 276 College Street in Burlington and have petitioned the Committee {o waive
the fine levied for not filing the newly required annual homestead declaration timely.

The ID# for 276 College Street is 049-3-177-000.

L 1. Pl

ohn A. McMullen
802-238-6594 cell
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