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AUTHORIZATION TO

ALTER HYDE STREET

In the year Two Thousand Fourteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the Burlington Transportation Plan, Vermont Agency of Transportation, and Federal Highway Administration classify Burlington streets based on the adjacent land uses, traffic speed, traffic volume, and importance for connectivity and access; and
WHEREAS, Hyde Street is classified as a neighborhood street in the Burlington Transportation Plan; and
WHEREAS, Willard Street is classified as a state truck route in the Burlington Transportation Plan, a Class 1 Town Highway by the Vermont Agency of Transportation, and an Urban Arterial/Collector by the Federal Highway Administration; and
WHEREAS, North Willard Street should be the primary corridor for vehicular traffic when compared to Hyde Street; and
WHEREAS, a request for traffic calming Hyde Street was submitted by residents, identifying  traffic concerns related to high traffic volume, speeding, poor sight distance at intersections, unsafe driving behavior, and concern for safety of children along Hyde Street; and 
WHEREAS, the traffic calming process, led by the Department of Public Works (DPW), included a series of neighborhood meetings, traffic analysis by DPW staff, conceptual plan development for traffic calming measures, and traffic calming design review by the Burlington Police Department, Burlington Fire Department, and the DPW; and
WHEREAS, closing Hyde Street to motor vehicle traffic at the northernmost intersection of Hyde Street at North Willard Street was identified by residents and the DPW as the preferred traffic calming measure to reduce cut-through traffic on Hyde Street and reduce conflict points at intersections of Hyde Street; and 
WHEREAS, a thirty-day pilot closure of Hyde Street at North Willard Street was deemed successful by the DPW, residents, and Police and Fire Departments; and 
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WHEREAS, one-hundred percent of Hyde Street residents polled by the DPW support permanently closing Hyde Street at North Willard Street to motor vehicle traffic; and
WHEREAS, following a site visit with DPW staff, the Fire Department foresees no impact to emergency response service for Hyde Street or North Willard Street; and
WHEREAS, the DPW's traffic calming program and capital budget are prepared to implement changes to effectuate traffic calming on Hyde Street; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 234 of the City Charter the City Council is empowered to lay out and alter streets; and
WHEREAS, the DPW recommends Hyde Street be altered to restrict motor vehicle access at the intersection of North Willard Street;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council authorizes the City Engineer to design and construct an alteration of Hyde Street at the intersection of North Willard Street to restrict motor vehicle access.   
lb/EMB/c: Resolutions 2014/DPW – Authorization to Alter Hyde St. [restrict motor vehicle access at the intersection of No. Willard St. ]
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