       Councilor Hartnett
REVIEW OF MENTAL HEALTH RESPONSE OPTIONS

In the year Two Thousand Fourteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, mental health calls to police in Burlington have increased more than 400 percent in a 5 year period; and
WHEREAS, a recent call to police from Randy Lane ended tragically raising many questions within the community as to how these types of cases are handled; and
WHEREAS, despite our having an excellent police force in Burlington, a review of procedures and response options in these types of cases is extremely important to the family involved, the Burlington Police Department, and the community; and

WHEREAS, six municipalities around the country, including Portland, Maine, have been identified as having developed the best procedures and policies in these cases; and

WHEREAS, it would behoove Burlington to examine the procedures and mental health response options that they employ; and

WHEREAS, Burlington’s Chief of Police has consistently communicated a desire to improve operations and outcomes;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council calls on the Burlington Police Commission, working with the Burlington Police Department, the Howard Center for Human Services and other providers, to review procedures and response options; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the commission will report back to the full City Council with any findings and recommendations for potential changes by the last Council meeting in March. 
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