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Bushor, Aubin: Bd. of Finance
AUTHORIZATION FOR CITY COUNCIL EXPENSE ACCOUNTS

In the year Two Thousand Thirteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, Section 3-132 of the City Charter provides that members of the City Council “shall receive proper reimbursement for any expenses necessarily incurred in fulfilling the duties of the member’s office;” and

WHEREAS, Section 20 of the Rules and Regulations of the City Council provides the following:

“The city council shall annually, as part of the budget and upon recommendation of the mayor, set an expense account for each city councilor.  The expense account is for expenses including reimbursement necessary for the performance of city council business.  Councilors may combine, or pool, expenses with other councilors.  Funds not spent by a city councilor at the end of his/her term shall not be available to the succeeding councilor;” and 

WHEREAS, the FY 2014 budget was adopted with a single line item of $70,000 for expense reimbursement for all councilors, and confusion has arisen about whether an individual councilor may seek reimbursement or if the entire City Council must authorize expenditures; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has voted to pay for certain expenses related to hiring a facilitator for the redistricting process using those reimbursement funds; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and the Board of Finance on September 30, 2013, recommended the following action;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the total Council expense line item will be divided by 14, so that the sum of $5,000 (less any funds that the Council has approved or will approve to be pooled and spent by the Council as a whole) is available in FY 2014 to each councilor for expenses necessary for the performance of city business; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Administrative Officer or his designee is authorized to pay or reimburse councilors for such expenses up to that limit.
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