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IN FAVOR OF RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES 

AND OPPOSED TO FRACKING

In the year Two Thousand Thirteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, carbon pollution from fossil fuels has had and will continue to have severe economic and environmental impacts on U.S. cities and the world in the coming decades; and 

WHEREAS, the production and burning of any type of fossil fuel generates more carbon pollution than non-fossil fueled transportation; and 

WHEREAS, natural gas is a fossil fuel with greenhouse emissions that may be similar to conventional oil when extracted using hydraulic fracturing; and
WHEREAS, hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is an unconventional technique used to release natural gas from the earth by creating fractures from a wellbore drilled into the reservoir rock formations. The energy from the injection of a high pressure hydraulic fracturing fluid (water, sand, and chemicals) creates new fractures in the rock and releases the gas (www.stopthevermontgaspipeline.org); and
WHEREAS, this controversial technique has a large impact in the communities where it is practiced. Leaks and spills lead to contamination of water supplies. Gas fumes and smog from the industry's associated infrastructure machinery pollute the air, contribute to asthma and lung disease, and devastate the local landscape in gas-producing communities (www.stopthevermontgaspipeline.org); and
WHEREAS, Vermont Gas Systems (VGS) is in the planning and permitting stages of a major natural gas transmission pipeline expansion. The current pipeline extends from Canada to Colchester, Vermont.  The expansion would extend the pipeline into Addison County. There are longer term plans to build pipelines to Rutland and to connect to the US transmission lines in New York State; and

WHEREAS, this pipeline would be used to transport fracked gas purchased from Enbridge, Inc.; and
WHEREAS, the Public Service Board (PSB) is being asked for a certificate of public good by VGS; and 

WHEREAS, the PSB is in the process of public and technical hearings; and

WHEREAS, VGS plans to apply for permits in November, 2013 and is currently performing site tests, talking to select boards and hosting public meetings in various possible route locations; and
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WHEREAS, the State of Vermont banned fracking in May, 2012 (H.464) and was the first state to do so and is currently the only state to have done so; and
WHEREAS, the pipeline expansion is at odds with Vermont's stated goal of using 90% renewables by 2050; and

WHEREAS, Burlington residents and City Departments depend on natural gas among other sources to meet their energy needs; and

WHEREAS, Burlington’s Legacy Project and Chittenden County’s ECOS Project are both committed to a sustainable future and agree that we need to be environmentally sound in order to be a sustainable community; and

WHEREAS, Burlington Electric Department follows an Integrated Resource Plan that states that BED’s strategy has been to maintain diversity in its power supply portfolio while securing long term renewable resources; and 

WHEREAS, if we oppose the use of fracked gas in Burlington, we can guide the conversation toward renewable energy sources rather than continue the use of fossil fuels; and

WHEREAS, the pipeline expansion is estimated to create 20 new jobs per year, in contrast to the 800 new jobs that could be created if the same amount of money were put into home weatherization;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council expresses its strong preference for renewable energy sources; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council expresses opposition to the transport of fracked gas through any region of the State of Vermont; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will notify the Public Service Board of its opposition to this project before the final decision is made in October, 2013; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council discourages the State of Vermont and VGS from purchasing natural gas from companies that use hydraulic fracking; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee (TEUC) and the Electric Light Commission report back to the City Council as to what extent it is practical, as a pre-condition for doing business with Burlington, for BED to require every power supply company who they contract with to provide complete and current lists of the sources of origin for all gas the vendor sells, and thereby direct the City’s purchases as much as possible toward vendors whose sources do not use any material derived from hydraulic fracturing; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests that the City Retirement Board 
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examine the portion of pension fund investments it oversees and remove money from investments for natural gas companies that profit from hydraulic fracturing; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests that the City Retirement Board inquire with the State of Vermont municipal pension investment board as to how much of the municipal pension funds are invested in natural gas companies who utilize hydraulic fracturing; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests that the Retirement Board, the Electric Commission and the TUEC report back to the Council on these items no later than January 15, 2014; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council encourages Vermont Gas Systems to invest in renewable energy projects.
lb/RWH/c: Resolutions 2013/Fracking – In favor of Renewable Energy Sources & Opposed to Fracking (City & St. Retirement Bds. Directed not to invest in companies that use hydraulic fracturing)
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