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In the year Two Thousand Thirteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the 14th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution requires municipal electoral districts to comply with the “One Person One Vote” Doctrine by having a substantial equality of populations among the City’s electoral districts; and 

WHEREAS, because the law considers no more than a 10% difference between the most populated and least populated districts (viewed in relation to the optimally sized district) to be the deviation for which a municipality does not have to justify the constitutionality of the difference; and 

WHEREAS, a review of the City’s seven (7) municipal electoral districts (“wards”) shows an overall deviation of 41.5% between the highest populated district (Ward 1) and lowest populated district (Ward 4), thereby placing the City well outside of the legally acceptable 10% deviation; and 

WHEREAS, the City Attorney has advised that a charter change adopting a redistricting plan that redresses the deviation should be voted on at the next annual meeting, March 5, 2013, to bring the City back into constitutional conformity; and 

WHEREAS, on June 4, 2013, the City Council’s Special Committee on Ward Redistricting referred three plans back to the full council that are within the acceptable deviation limits: (A) four (4) wards, 12 councilors, 7.3% deviation; (B) six (6) wards, 13 councilors, 6.6% deviation; and (C) eight (8) wards, 16 councilors, 8,8% deviation; and

WHEREAS, whichever plan is acceptable to the Council will require fine tuning and changes to the following charter sections in order to effectuate the redistricting: § 2 (Wards described); § 3 (Elections of mayor and city councilors); § 4 (Election of school commissioners); § 10 (Ward officers specified; selection); § 125 (Terms of Office, Mayor, city councilors, ward and precinct officers); § 163 (School Commissioners, Composition); and § 164 (School Commissioners, Terms, elections); and

WHEREAS, regardless of the plan adopted, it is advisable to have a special council implementation committee work on and oversee the continuing work needed to bring these charter changes before the voters;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby approves the ____ ward, ___ councilor plan and requests the Charter Change Committee to review this plan and work with the City Attorney’s Office, other City staff, and the public to recommend to the full Council no later than its November 18, 2013 meeting the final details of a plan and language for the Council to present to the voters (i.e. final boundaries, terms of office, staggering of terms, etc.) at the March 5, 2013 Annual Meeting.  
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