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           Decelles, Bushor, Siegel
CHANGES TO THE COMPOSITION OF THE
WARD REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE
In the year Two Thousand Thirteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the Redistricting Committee met seven times over a four-month period, and at its December 11, 2012 meeting, voted on several different redistricting plans, and concluded by recommending to the City Council a 4 Ward/12 Councilor Redistricting Plan by a 3 to 2 vote; and 

WHEREAS, after much debate on the Council floor, the Council voted 9 to 5 to refer the Redistricting Plan back to the Redistricting Committee; and
WHEREAS, many members of the public participated actively in the redistricting meetings and expressed a variety of viewpoints, including suggestions for certain plans, requests for more time for public engagement, and requests for more NPA involvement in the redistricting process; and

WHEREAS, at its January 8, 2013 meeting, the Redistricting Committee discussion focused on how best to move forward and addressed the question of “Who” should be making the decision on redistricting; and
WHEREAS, as a result of this discussion the unanimous recommendation of the Redistricting Committee is that the committee should be expanded to include seven members, one from each Ward, to be appointed by the Neighborhood Planning Associations (NPAs), and the process should be led by a trained, objective, facilitator; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Redistricting Committee is expanded to include seven members to be appointed by the NPA, one from each Ward, all to serve with the existing members appointed pursuant to the June 18, 2012 resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council respectfully requests that the NPAs inform the City Council at its March 11, 2013 meeting of the names and contact information of the Redistricting Committee members that they have selected using whatever method of selection the NPA deems appropriate; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Redistricting Committee develop a timeline for the redistricting process at its first meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, March 19, 2013, and report on such timeline at the City Council’s meeting on April 15, 2013; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a neutral, trained, objective facilitator to lead the Redistricting Committee process be hired and paid for with City Councilor funds.
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