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FIRE EQUIPMENT MUTUAL SHARING AGREEMENT

In the year Two Thousand Thirteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, municipal and volunteer fire departments in Vermont, including the Burlington Fire Department, have a strong and proud history of cooperation and mutual aid in their efforts to protect and preserve the people and property of the state of Vermont; and

WHEREAS, many municipal and volunteer fire departments and Emergency Medical Service (EMS) organizations in Vermont, including Burlington’s Fire Department, periodically have emergency equipment needs that require them to temporarily secure equipment needed for fire protection, fire prevention and emergency medical services; and

WHEREAS, recently, for example, the Burlington Fire Department needed to borrow an ambulance from the South Burlington Fire Department; and 

WHEREAS, it is in Burlington’s interest to borrow such equipment from another department under terms that are clear, mutual, fair and beneficial; and 

WHEREAS, to this end a Mutual Equipment Sharing Agreement has been negotiated between the fire departments of Burlington and South Burlington with the assistance of the Burlington City Attorney’s Office and the City’s insurance advisor; and

WHEREAS, the Burlington Board of Finance reviewed this agreement at its meeting on May 13, 2013 and recommended that the agreement be approved by the full City Council at its May 20, 2013 meeting;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council approves a mutual equipment sharing agreement between Burlington and South Burlington in substantially the same substance and form as the attached agreement and authorizes the Chief of the Burlington Fire Department, Seth Lasker, to enter into such an agreement with South Burlington, subject to the prior review and approval of the City Attorney; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council further authorizes the Chief to enter into additional agreements with any other municipal or volunteer fire department or EMS organization that are substantially the same in substance and form as the attached agreement with South Burlington when the chief determines they are in the best interest of the Department, subject to the prior review and approval of the City Attorney.
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