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Shannon, Tracy
PAPERLESS COUNCIL PACKETS
In the year Two Thousand Thirteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, for 2 years, Councilors have expressed a desire to receive “paperless” City Council packets; and

WHEREAS, the Council’s commitment to going paperless was affirmed at the Council’s retreat in June, 2012; and

WHEREAS, paperless Council packets are consistent with the City’s goals of conservation; and

WHEREAS, paperless packets, which will be available online, will provide greater transparency and convenience for the public; and

WHEREAS, the Burlington School Board has been successfully operating with “paperless packets” for more than a year; and 

WHEREAS, our paper packets typically require printing and collating between 1500 and 2000  pages, not including reports, into 28 packets; and 

WHEREAS, many software products are available to assist the Council in going paperless, but none are necessary; and

WHEREAS, City Council staff has the ability to PDF documents for packets and send the packets to us electronically starting immediately; and

WHEREAS, PDF packets will have many of the same limitations as the Council’s paper packets of today, but will save vast amounts of paper; and 

WHEREAS, in the future the Council may want to invest in Document software that  provides more search features than either the paper packets or the PDF packets; and

WHEREAS, the Council should continue to plan for the upgrade and conversion to document management software; and

WHEREAS, some Councilors will need to be provided with hardware in order to receive and use PDF packets; and
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WHEREAS, consideration must be given to future compatibility with City software systems when purchasing hardware for this purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Clerk’s office is requested to deliver our next City Council packet for our Feb. 11th meeting in PDF document format; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk’s office will make computer devices available to Councilors at a cost of not more than $1000 payable from their City Councilor accounts, or available to purchase with personal funds; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that computers purchased with Councilor funds will remain the property of the City of Burlington unless and until a Councilor chooses to purchase the device with their personal funds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Councilors will be allowed to purchase the devices over the course of their useful life using a 5 year depreciation schedule to determine cost; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that paper packets will no longer be available to Councilors; however a single original paper packet will be on file in the clerk’s office.
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