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Recommendation for the Funding of the Burlington VT, Open Space Protection Plan Update  

 

Project Background  

At the request of the Burlington Conservation Board, the process to update the city’s Open Space 

Protection Plan is beginning.   The city’s present Open Space Protection Plan was adopted in 

October 2000.  The purpose of this effort is to bring the Plan up to date.  The update will reflect 

changes in land use, land development, conservation, regulations, and planning policies that have 

occurred since 2000.  It will also set forth new goals and objectives in pursuit of future open 

space protection in the city.    

 

The city’s current Open Space Protection Plan articulates the why, where, and how of open space 

protection.  It addresses the benefits of open space protection, the changing history of open space 

in the city, and sets forth a framework for implementation of open space protection measures.  

The current plan resulted in three primary achievements:  

 Mapping of open space lands and a delineation of significant natural areas 

  Regulatory standards for development within those natural areas 

  Establishment of Conservation Legacy Program and associated fund for the acquisition of 

open space lands for protection 

 

Scope of Work and Final Products  

The update of the Open Space Protection Plan will not be a wholesale replacement of the current 

Plan.  Rather, it will build upon the foundation of the existing plan to bring goals and objectives 

up to date, to incorporate new goals and objectives reflecting current and potential uses of open 

space and to incorporate smaller and more urbanized open spaces.  

 

This effort will be led by the Departments of Planning & Zoning and Parks & Recreation.  It will 

involve the work of the Conservation Board, Conservation Legacy Program, and the Planning 

Commission.  Ultimately, adoption of the update will be via the City Council.  Professional 

consultant services have been solicited via an open RFP process.  The preferred consultant has 

been selected, pending the securing of funding.   

 

Funding the Open Space Protection Plan Update 

The cost consultant services for the Plan update will be $20,000 or less.  Funding for these 

services is sought from the Burlington Conservation Legacy Fund and requires City Council 

approval via recommendation of the Mayor in consultation with the Conservation Board and 

Parks & Recreation Commission.  The Conservation Board recommended approval at their July 

30, 2012 meeting.  The Parks & Recreation Commission recommended approval at their August 

28, 2012 meeting.  Approval from the Board of Finance is sought at their August 30, 2012 

meeting.  City Council approval is sought at their September 10, 2012 meeting. 
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In the year Two Thousand Twelve……………………………………………………………….. 9 

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows: 10 

   11 

That WHEREAS, the City has a duly adopted Open Space Protection Plan adopted by the City 12 

Council October 30, 2000; and 13 

 WHEREAS, the 2000 Open Space Protection Plan has not been modified or otherwise 14 

updated since its original adoption 12 years ago; and 15 

 WHEREAS, the Conservation Board has proposed that the Open Space Protection Plan 16 

be updated to reflect changes in land use, land development, conservation, regulations, and 17 

planning policies that have occurred since 2000; and 18 

WHEREAS, the Office of The City Attorney has provided a written legal opinion dated 19 

March 15, 2012 indicating that monies from the City’s Conservation Legacy Fund may be used 20 

for updating the Open Space Protection Plan; and 21 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission was informed of the intent to update the Open 22 

Space Protection Plan via written communication and oral presentation on February 7, 2012; and 23 

 WHEREAS, the City Council was informed of the intent to update the Open Space 24 

Protection Plan via written communication on April 16, 2012; and 25 

 WHEREAS, on May 31, 2012 a Request for Proposals was issued for professional 26 

planning services to assist in updating the Open Space Protection Plan and following review of 27 

the four proposals received, on July 16, 2012 the Conservation Legacy Program unanimously 28 

elected to hire Landslide Natural Resource Planning; and 29 



 

  WHEREAS, the Landslide Natural Resource Planning proposal will provide the 30 

requested professional planning services under a contract for an amount not to exceed 31 

$20,000.00; and 32 

WHEREAS, the process for proposed disbursements of Acquisition Funds of the City’s 33 

Conservation Legacy Fund calls for a joint recommendation to the Mayor from the Conservation 34 

Board and the Parks & Recreation Commission to be made; and  35 

WHEREAS, on July 30, 2012 the Conservation Board unanimously recommended 36 

approval of the disbursement of an amount not to exceed $20,000.00 from the Conservation 37 

Legacy Fund to pay for the above-referenced professional planning services associated with 38 

updating the Open Space Protection Plan; and 39 

WHEREAS, on August 23, 2012 the Parks & Recreation Commission unanimously 40 

recommended approval of the disbursement of an amount not to exceed $20,000.00 from the 41 

Conservation Legacy Fund to pay for the above-referenced professional planning services 42 

associated with updating the Open Space Protection Plan; and 43 

[EXPECTED]WHEREAS, all disbursements of the City’s Conservation Legacy Fund 44 

require approval by the City Council upon recommendation by the Mayor, and the Mayor has 45 

recommended the above referenced disbursement as evidenced by the unanimous vote to 46 

recommend same by the Board of Finance (of which the Mayor is a voting member) at its 47 

September 4, 2012 meeting. 48 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council hereby 49 

authorizes a disbursement, not to exceed $20,000.00, from the Conservation Legacy Fund, for 50 

the purposes of contracting with Landslide Natural Resource Planning for professional planning 51 

services to assist in updating the Open Space Protection Plan.  52 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that David E. White, Director of Planning & zoning, is 53 

hereby authorized to execute all necessary documents relative to a contract for an amount not to 54 



 

exceed $20,000.00 with Landslide Natural Resource Planning for assistance with updating the 55 

Open Space Protection Plan, subject to the review and approval of the City Attorney. 56 


