[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of Charter Change Committee
June 17, 2013
Councilors Siegel (Chair), Ayres (until 4:30 pm), Blais
Public Attendees: Ian Galbraith, Tony Bell
Staff:  City Attorney Blackwood

Meeting called to order at 4:04 pm.
1. Approval of Agenda
Ayres moved, Blais seconded.  Unanimous, with addition of public forum as 4.1
2. Approval of minutes of 5/20/13 and 4/29/13
Ayres moved, Blais seconded.  Unanimous
3. Discussion of Memo prepared by Councilor Siegel identifying potential solutions ensued.
Assault weapons and large clip ban: Blais has provided first version, and CA Blackwood will revise and circulate to committee.
Mandatory registration of guns with other provisions: Blais is concerned that registration is too controversial and will shoot down all other options.  Siegel does not want to give in and not put something on the ballot that we think is the right thing to do.  It sounds as though we need to think about this further.  Siegel emphasizes this isn’t a database, just a paper trail of registry.  It seems odd we register cars and dogs, but not guns.
Blais thinks you’ll have to have a database and that this will deter many people.
Siegel asked Brennan to provide more information on this.  If you buy from a registered dealer, they keep track of it there. If someone wants to track this gun, you would go back to the location of sale, not search for it on a search engine.
Blais says that everything else doesn’t touch on people who own guns for hunting or for personal safety, but this one does.  It expands governmental involvement into lots of gun owners we don’t need to reach—pure sporting, pure self-defense.  All of the others (except loaded gun in car) deal with a different class of weapon or use.
Siegel will research this further.
Lock boxes and trigger locks:
Blais is supportive
Siegel is not clear on the mechanics of how to do these
Ayres said enforcement is tough.  City won’t be aware of any violation unless something bad happened or a gun was stolen.
Siegel says it would open up prosecution.  There are other places that have done safe storage laws.  CA Blackwood will research other jurisdictions.
Concealed weapon ban:
This was brought by C. Brennan as non-committee-member.
Blais says that communities that ban them have a permit process to allow you to carry a concealed weapon.  Ayres asked what is the criteria to get a permit?
Blais has no problem requiring this permit.
Siegel asked how this creates more safety.
Ban weapons in bars:
Ayres sees this as a no-brainer.  Weapons and alcohol don’t mix.  
Blais notes we’ve banned cigarette smoking, so weapons should be easy.
Siegel notes that knives may be the biggest issue, and this is intended to cover them.
Loaded firearms in cars:
Fish &Wildlife rules prohibit loaded rifles, but not handguns.  So, we should ban loaded handguns in cars.
All three counselors have no problem with this concept.
Language to Shumlin:
This includes language from Gun Free VT
Ayres asks if it includes Bloomberg’s model that Weinberger presented?  Siegel agreed.
Ayres thinks it’s important for us to send a strong message to the legislature and governor before the next session.  We should encourage the mayor to talk to his colleagues.  This can be done through resolution.  
Blais notes it would make sense to coordinate with Public Safety Comm.
Ayres notes it would be good to get backup from police chiefs.
CA Blackwood reported that the mayor has asked her to circulate a draft of a message on background checks to the committee, which she will do. 
Ordinance for police to seize weapons
Siegel says the mayor said he would look into this ordinance and get back to them.
Ayres asks about due process and right of police to seize—wants to know the constitutional limits.
Blais says to meet due process you would need to have process for someone to challenge.  It’s a different matter whether we think it’s a good idea.
Siegel says she knows people killed by abusers so she feels passionately about this, particularly since the police chief has noted this as important.
Blais says state law allows police to intervene in domestic assault and could add to that situation to seize weapons.
Blais suggested changing this from weapons to firearms.
Can this be done by ordinance?  We doubt it, so will address it by a charter change.
Mental health reporting: 
Blais notes this will be incorporated in the communication to the governor.
CA Blackwood will draft language on all of these options to bring back to the committee.
Public forum:
Galbraith:  If any of this does go on the books, there will be a lawsuit. I’ve talked to a person who is willing to come get ticketed to challenge whatever is adopted.
All of these run afoul of the state pre-emption law.
If I ran around Church St. with a gun on my hip, I’d be a target of drunken idiots.  The reason concealed carry is allowed is that it doesn’t provoke or scare people like an open weapon does.  This would be bad for business for sure.  Discouraging concealed carry would not be good for Church St.  I’m sure there’s a lot more people who carry than who shoot.  Most people want it for protection and are discrete.  When I carry a gun, I don’t want the police to stop and question me, so I carry it discretely.  I also don’t want to be the target of thieves who see me carry guns.
Blais asked if Galbraith would object to permit for concealed carry.
Galbraith said he would because what you give, you can take away.
Bell: I have a lot of concerns.  I’ve been around weapons a lot—military, police.  The circumventing of the Vermont constitution is strange by going to a charter change.  Why are we doing this exercise?  IF we’re looking to protect the public, then close bars an hour earlier and you’ll have fewer deaths than trying to ban guns.
Galbraith: We still believe in public safety.
Bell: The unloaded gun in a vehicle is useless, as it takes too long to load.  Someone got in my work van in St. Albans and told me to drive. I was lucky enough to force him away. I didn’t have a weapon at that time. Now, I’m 70 and can’t do that as I could.  My mother’s house was broken into, I drove to the house with my gun, and I beat the police there.  That’s what the constitution is all about, the ability to protect ourselves.  We can’t rely on the police for everything.  There is a new book called Control.
Blais:  Would you feel differently if we had a Newtown situation in Burlington?
Bell: I’ve been in worse situations.  It’s not the gun.  You can’t change how the weapons are made.  Any gun now has 14-15 rounds.  Now, state police empty their magazines and hit the person once.  
Blais: Do we want citizens then to have the same or more capacity if it takes police that many shots?
Galbraith: Many cops are not that good shots. I’m a better shot than most.  
Blais: Thanks Galbraith and Bell for speaking.
Galbraith and Bell thank the committee for allowing them to speak.
Siegel acknowledges that we don’t own guns and don’t have the same point of view about them.
Bell: It seems no one on the Council listened to the comments at the public hearing in Contois.
Galbraith: I don’t see a danger from any type of weapon on Church St.
Bell: It’s not just firearms if it’s a nut—look at Boston Marathon.
4. No other business.
July 15 is tentative date for next meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm.
