
CITY COUNCIL CHARTER CHANGE COMMITTEE
MINUTES: May 20, 2013

Committee Members Present: Rachel Siegel (Chair) Norm Blais (Councilor), Tom Ayres (Councilor)
Others Present: Mayor Weinberger, Mike Kanarick, Ian Galbraith, Joel Baird, Kevin Kelley, Gene Bergman (Staff Support)

Call to Order at approximately 11:35 a.m.

1.
Agenda:   Approved unanimously, on C. Blais motion and C. Ayres’ second, the committee unanimously approved the agenda.

2.
Minutes of 4/29/13:  On C. Ayres’s motion and C. Blais’ second, the committee unanimously postponed action since they had not seen the minutes yet.

3.
Discussion re Assault Weapons Ban
C. Siegel asked the committee members if they had read the materials from City Attorney Blackwood. She said she did and had gone to the Powderhorn gun shop and had a friendly and long discussion with them.  She heard things that contradicted some of the things she’d read and they’d discussed, i.e. the shooting position for an assault weapon and that Adam Lanza did not use an assault weapon – he only had one in his car.
C. Ayres said he’d looked at the materials but hadn’t spoken with anyone.

C. Blais said he’d stopped into a gun shop in New Haven and had read the materials. He sees the committee’s task as drafting a charter change that narrowly proscribes an activity and is very clear and easy to understand and gives fair notice of what is proscribed.  He is thinking about multiple ammunition clips and assault weapons.

C. Siegel agreed. C. Ayres said he wants to hear from the mayor about what he’s been hearing from other mayors. He is looking for solidarity from other municipalities. C. Siegel noted the committee would be hearing from Ann Bradden of Gun Sense Vermont, who has been doing a lot of community organizing in the state on this issue, at their next meeting.
Mayor Weinberger noted on the question of other mayors and municipalities that he’s joined with mayors Hollar, Lauzon and Louras and that while there is some divergence in some views they are open to collaboration and all 4 have signed on to the Mayors Against Illegal Guns effort. He also noted that the board of the Vermont League of Cities and Towns had voted to support H. 124 and he thinks there is a broader interest at the municipal level that we can build on.  
Mayor Weinberger then said that he continues to support the council’s efforts to pass assault weapons and high capacity ammunition bans and that they are no strong legal ground to move forward with an assault weapons resolution of some sort and he continues to support that.  There have been similar actions in other municipalities that have been upheld. He urged caution on the specific initiative to bring to the voters and said it must be on strong legal ground. The charter change process will be long and has brought the committee something that may be done more quickly, a resolution on gun background checks.

The Mayor said that 24 other communities have brought this initiative forward and passed resolutions to encourage fixing the broken federal background check system. He said background check does some good and the system has stopped people who’d be potentially dangerous from buying guns. He said the current system is broken and that the database is incomplete, giving the example of the Virginia Tech shooter who should not have been able to have bought a gun. He said Vermont is one of 19 states that have done the least to submit data to the national system. He passed out a model resolution and said it was a sample of what other communities have done. He said he’d want the resolution tailored to Vermont.
C. Siegel asked if the Public Safety or Charter Change Committee should tackle this. The Mayor said either seemed right to him but the Charter Change Committee had been working on the issue. C. Siegel said she’d be happy for her committee to work on it. The Mayor said he believed many responsible gun owners support improving the background check system.  He noted the problems on the national level but said that there continues to be an active discussion nationally and 54 US Senators voted for improving the check system.

C. Blais said he appreciated the Mayor’s leadership on the issue. He is on the Public Safety Committee and they have been dealing with school safety and he can ask that they deal with this issue in their committee. C. Ayres said it made more sense to have the Public Safety Committee deal with it. C. Siegel said the materials given by the Mayor are really useful and that it looks to be what the city can do to follow up.  C. Ayres agreed.  C. Blais said that one of the lessons of the last 2 months is that in the wake of the lack of national action there needs to be action on the state and local levels.  

The Mayor said he believes all 4 of the Vermont mayors agree on the background check question and he’ll go back and confirm that with them. He noted that Vermont is one of 19 states that have put in mental health information into the national database system. C. Siegel noted that she’s been told that there is a need for state legislation to authorize that. The Mayor said he believes it is a complicated question but he believes Burlington has a stake in this and he’d be happy to follow up on this question.
Ian Galbraith said he thinks there needs to be sate action on this. C. Blais added that federal law prohibits felons from possessing guns. C. Siegel said it will be useful for the committee to speak with the Mayor after they speak with Ann Bradden. She said that if they have something on the ballot that they will need the Mayor’s support and not just the support of the City Council. She asked the Mayor if he’d met with Chief Schirling and discussed these issues.

The Mayor said the chief supports prohibiting weapons in bars and he thinks that is reasonable. C. Blais said he thinks a charter change would be needed. Attorney Bergman agreed. C. Ayres cautioned against bundling too many things into a proposal because the more there is in the proposal it can be defeated more easily.
C. Siegel said the chief has also spoken about not being able to take weapons away from people when the police are called to a domestic violence dispute. She said the chief also supports regulations on trigger locks. She asked if the Mayor is interested in exploring these options. The Mayor said he couldn’t commit to supporting these things at this time but he’d look into them more. C. Siegel noted that 6 of 10 deaths by firearms in Vermont have been connected to domestic violence. The Mayor said he’d look into this.
C. Blais said he’d speak with the Public Safety Committee. 

The Mayor thanked the committee and left at 12:05 p.m.

C. Siegel said that Ann Bradden of Gun Sense Vermont would be at the next meeting of the committee on June 3rd at the same time in the same room.  Kevin Kelley asked if there was a timeline for action. C. Siegel said she hoped they’d have something to forward for a charter change in the fall for a March ballot item.  Joel Baird asked when the legislature was likely to take that up if it passed and C. Siegel said probably in 2015 given the record of action in this session. C. Ayres said he really wants Vermont to feed more data into the federal record check system.

4.
 Any Other Business

There was no other business.

5.
Adjournment at 12:15 p.m. on C. Ayres’ motion and C. Blais’ second.
