
CITY COUNCIL CHARTER CHANGE COMMITTEE

MINUTES: April 15, 2013
Committee Present: Rachel Siegel (Chair), Tom Ayres (Councilor), Norman Blais (Councilor),
Others Present:  Joel Baird (BFP), Nick Natario (Fox News), Eileen Blackwood (Staff Support)

Call to Order at 11:35 a.m. by Chair Siegel
1.  
Agenda:  Approved. 

2.
Minutes of 3/20/13: No changes. Approved.
3. 
Assault Weapons Ban:  reviewed resolution--copy on website does not include revisions.


Staff to review with C/T’s office.

Time frame: done by Oct or Nov.

C. Siegel reviewed what Committee has done so far, especially meeting with Chief Schirling.

C. Siegel: would like to have mayor here.  He does want to send something to State so they have to talk about it.    C. Siegel would also like to have Linda Waite- Simpson come to Committee meeting to discuss what City is doing.  Wants to go to gun store and to BPD to view weapons.   

C. Ayres: need to discuss definitions and specific coverage.  

C. Blais discussed specific issues.  Good idea to go to gun store.  Went to auction and high bidder took weapon home with no background check.

C. Siegel: we discussed registration and background checks.  

C. Blais: wasn't there a county entity that could do background checks?  City does them for liquor licenses.

C. Ayres: what constitutes ownership?  When can guns be seized?

C. Blais: have to provide mechanism to challenge seizure for due process.  
What do we want to accomplish?

C. Blais: balance right of gun owners with general societal interest to avoid major tragedy.  We have efforts all over country now.

C. Ayres: concerned that embarking on futile aim as this is more national or state issue.  Concerned about constitutional implications.

C. Blais: not state constitution, but state statute.  Charter change gives state legislature chance to weigh in. Also state constitutional provision is similar to federal.  US Supreme Court has found federal constitution subject to reasonable right of government to protect other interests.

C. Siegel: can't defend against these kinds of acts.  Reviewed what police chief said. 

C. Blais: same argument in other states.  Puzzling because this puts another tool in police toolbox.  Someone walking down Church St. with AK 47 over shoulder can't be stopped.  This gives police a chance to stop and ask them what's up.  Sets out societal concern and gives police chance to intervene.

C. Siegel: wants to do everything we can to prevent something tragic, but we need to do something about MH.  Issues that happen in VT mostly involve handguns, often suicides.  Maybe we need handguns locked or separated from ammo.  Maybe no concealed weapons.  

C. Ayres: case to limit high capacity magazines, both with handguns and assault weapons. Locked ammo cabinets also make sense, and keeping ammo separate from guns.  These precautions make a difference in suicides, especially for minors.  Might let them get through moment of crisis.

C. Siegel: no one needs more ammo than what's allowed in a single clip for hunting.  Why do you need more at shooting range?

C. Blais: can concentrate on changing clips faster.

C. Ayres: those wanting larger clip need to make the case.

Staff will get copies of current definitions of assault weapons being used around the country, especially NY and CT.

C. Blais: 20 yrs ago smoking was accepted; now it isn’t.  No reason we can't do this with guns.  Trip to Dattillio's?

C. Ayres: Other thoughts on vetting those with MH issues?

C. Siegel: Give police a vehicle to seize weapons in volatile, domestic situation.

C. Ayres: has hunted, trap shooting.  Are there locks for gun itself?  Possible rule to say that any gun in your possession must be locked and have trigger lock. 

C. Siegel: maybe we bring this as councilors as ordinance.

Attorney Blackwood read state statute, suggesting that probably it could not be done by ordinance.

C. Blais: suggested 2 charter changes: 1. tailored to the resolution; 2. to include other issues such as locks.  Maybe write language and then figure out a way to have more than one provision for voters to vote on, so they don’t have to just vote yes or no.

Where are things in legislature?  Not going far.

What is likelihood of getting through legislature?  Maybe tailor proposal to avoid confrontation?

C. Ayres: We live in second most gun friendly state in nation, so legislative passage seems slim.  

C. Blais: If a charter change has strong voter approval, that gives us weight.  

City of Montpelier attempted a ban that was voted down by legislature about 10 years ago.  

Discussed timing: Would be great to get public vote before legislature begins in January.  So considering special election, combined with redistricting.

4.
City Council Commissions and Boards
C. Siegel: 3 items were on this Committee’s agenda.  First was establishing a pilot for appointments: prior process was too political.  That is underway.

Second was to review role of political affiliation in process and consider removing requirements.

Attorney's office will review and report to Committee which commissions require 

political affiliation balance.

C. Blair: We know where people stand anyway from other activities.

C. Ayres: Or from inference.

C. Siegel: Third issue was to do surveys. One survey was to go to current applicants to find out was process clear?  Another to current commissions to find out whether they are operating well in terms, numbers, etc. 

Commissions don't need to be political.  School board doesn't announce party affiliation.

C. Ayres: wants to know more about City Council committees and commissions.  Are some redundant? 

C. Siegel: has been thinking about with new diversity commission.

Future meetings and events: Committee will schedule field trips online, but once date is set, will post as meeting.  C. Ayres is gone until 5/23.

Mon. at noon is good standing time for Committee meetings, every other week.  

Next meeting: 4/29 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  CR 10.  Following meetings set for 5/6 and 5/20, 11:30-12:30.

Committee has been doing public discussion informally but will do public comment at beginning if needed.  C. Siegel will invite the mayor and Linda Waite-Simpson to a future meeting.

Adjourned at 12:32 p.m.
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