
CITY COUNCIL CHARTER CHANGE COMMITTEE

MINUTES: March 20, 2013
Committee Present: Rachel Siegel, Paul Decelles, Joan Shannon (sub for Bram Kranichfeld)

Committee Absent: Bram Kranichfeld

Others Present:  Ian C. Galbraith (re gun regulation ian.galbraith@vtmednet.org;; C. Norm Blais re gun regulation; Chief Michael Schirling, Burlington Police Dept.; Eileen Blackwood (staff attorney)

Call to Order at 12:10 p.m.
1.  
Agenda:  C. Shannon moved to approve - unanimous 

2.
Minutes of 2/25/13: C. Decelles moved to approve. Second by C. Siegel. 


Approved unanimously  – C. Shannon abstained.

Minutes of 2/28/13:  C. Decelles moved to approve. Second by C. Shannon 


Approved unanimously.
3. 
Discussion re Assault Weapons Ban Options:
C. Shannon:  Was told there would be Public Safety Committee meeting but has not been.  

Chief Schirling:  3 most effective things?


Gave list to legislators.

Focused on state changes – gave Committee handout of comments made to legislators.


Background checks – squarely in federal system; state not taking on.


Gun registration – maybe state; can’t imagine city doing.



Would be too difficult – only 50% of dogs are registered.

C. Shannon:  Do you have the tools you need?  If domestic violence situation and they bring in guns, do you need registration to deal with them?  Could you have authority to take away?

Chief Schirling:  People with mental health issues, have to talk them out of possession.  Maybe could help – but they could just go register it.  Knowing gun is registered there would be helpful but not so necessary because respond based on behavior.

C. Decelles:  Wouldn’t this be way for criminals to know where guns are?

C. Siegel:  Maybe we make penalty higher to address lack of compliance (i.e., few dogs registered)
Ian Galbraith:  How would having gun registered deter crime?  Registration doesn’t give incentive.

C. Shannon:  Idea is to close gun show registry loophole.

C. Blais: Guns seem to be involved with recent drug busts.  Registration would deter them.

Chief Schirling:  High capacity clips kept locked?
C. Shannon:  Why not keep clips at range?
Ian Galbraith: How to enforce?  Ranges don't sell.  They require no background check.  Criminals just won't comply.

Chief Schirling:  Less clip capacity than skill in reloading.  This is so complicated.  No position on guns generally.  Federal conversation.  Either we allow high capacity clips to exist or not.  Not a local issue.  Elusive.  As long as they exist, they're a problem.  Where they are isn't the issue.

C. Siegel:  Had his mother's clips been stored elsewhere, Lanza couldn't have gotten them.

Chief Schirling:  Disagrees.  He planned.  Can't defend against truly planned event.  If motivated and willing to die, no way to defend.  We can take action on known factors.  Deal with those we know, those with mental health issues--shore these up first.  Not to say isn't role for City, but triage: deal with other more intractable issues on system first.  Woman arrested Friday across from school with drugs and weapon.  She pled earlier charge down so no background check showed.

Ian Galbraith:  Agrees.  Educate children to be aware of their peers and get adults to intervene.  Create atmosphere in city that better to be live rat than dead duck.

C. Shannon:  Currently, federal law requires no background check to purchase ammunition?

Chief Schirling:  Right.  Different situations.  Planned attack, no defense.  But impulse, could defend if knew about guns.  In VT we have as many gun deaths from accident as homicide.  Discussed options with mayor Kiss.
Training

  

Store gun separately from ammo

Public awareness campaigns--see something, ask

C. Siegel:  Why no action?

C. Schirling.  Don't know.

C. Siegel:  Plan public service announcement with these other steps.

C. Decelles:  Shouldn't we do PSA before punishment?  Few murders to alleviate.  Why punish before educate?

C. Shannon:  We do want to do education.  Why not have to pass test to register gun?

C. Schirling:  Can't use National system without change in federal law.  Only federally licensed firearms dealers can use it.

Ian Galbraith:  If gun seller sells to known felons, would violate law.

C. Schirling:  No one can give gun to any prohibited person without violating federal law.

Ian Galbraith: Could teach gun safety in school.

C. Schirling:  Would not support teaching it in schools.  Don't even do in high school law enforcement course.  Ok to teach basics about don't point a gun at someone, etc.  But not actually how to safely unload, etc.

Ian Galbraith:  Is certified by NRA and can do.  We teach sex, drugs, and driver ed. 
C. Siegel:  Take to school board.

Chief Schirling:  Lock boxes in homes with youth.  Have discussed but never went anywhere, informal discussions.  

C. Shannon:  City could require guns be kept in locked boxes?

C. Schirling:  Yes.  VT does have gun theft problem.

C. Shannon:  Any other place require this?

C. Schirling:  No research  yet, hasn't done legal vetting.  What about guns for home defense?  Don't recommend, but easy-open safes exist.

C. Decelles:  Move to defer to next Charter Change Committee with expectation of field trip to PD and local gun shop to get better understanding of issue.  Start with Committee, then CC.  CC go to BPD en masse to look at what they've seized, what officers carry.  Seconded by C. Siegel

Unanimous.

Been to Powderhorn  twice.  Recommends trip to PD and Powderhorn to see what we're talking about.

C. Siegel: Field trip sounds good.

C. Shannon:  No vote today but finding Chief's conversation helpful. Maybe new City Council Committee must rehash.

Chief Schirling:  Prohibiting by type of person is too tough for City.  Most firearms are suicide.  Next is armed assault and robbery.  Third is drug dealing.  Often seize guns from dealers.  These are all statewide issues.  Seize average of 35 guns a year.  Find by search warrants or domestic assault.  Sometimes when arrest.  Can seize if federal overlay or evidence if a crime.  But not if just disturbance and no arrest.  Most often if mental health issue, but no federal involvement.

C. Siegel:  What would be the best actions at a municipal level?  Banning guns in bars?

Chief Schirling  Agree that would be good:  if licensed cabaret, no weapons allowed.  Alcohol and weapons don't mix.  If it's going to happen, it’s going to be downtown after midnight.

The other municipal action is to allow police civilly to remove weapons from people who are a danger to themselves or others temporarily pending a court hearing.  The rest is all within state purview.  These stand out as making daily police operations safer.

Ian Galbraith:  In most other states, it's law.  Go to visit Powderhorn.  Police prefer as few people own guns as possible. Please hear both sides.

C. Schirling:  Many more stabbing and knife injuries than guns in Burlington.  No aggravated assaults by pocket knives, military knives.  Don't advocate for fewer people to have guns, but against the wrong people having guns.  Not dealing with people with guns everyday like larger cities.  May be because so many responsible people have guns in Vermont. 
All:  Thanks to Chief.  Very helpful.
C. Siegel:  Likes idea of field trips to BPD and Powderhorn.

C. Decelles:  Write letter saying next City Council do this.
C. Siegel:  Do both.  C. Siegel will draft letter and circulate to this Committee.
4.  
Quasi-judicial complaint process

Discussion of how to proceed with this issue.  City Attorney’s office will take lead.
C. Shannon:  Board members don’t know about ex parte contact

They have no training on how to act.
If there’s a violation on quasi-judicial board, different standards than other boards.

C. Siegel:  So we need a Code of Conduct and a separate Complaint or Removal process.
C. Shannon:  Would be good to have information for new City Councilors too, included in Councilor packets.  So, before April 15.
City Attorney's Office will pursue both a draft Code of Conduct and draft Complaint/Removal process.
5.
Other Business
C. Siegel: Resolution re survey: Wants to start draft.  C. Siegel will sit down with City Attorney’s office to begin.  

Political affiliation no problem for fire commission.  Maybe include in full survey so that every commission is asked.  
C. Shannon:  Need to know from City Attorney’s Office which boards are mandated to have members of different political affiliation in charter.  Want to ask those commissioners whether they want political affiliation removed.  

Recent resolution does seem to lead down road of removing political affiliation entirely.  Also, most people often don't fill it out now, or put I or D.   
C. Decelles:  No problem sending out to commissions.

City Attorney will circulate a list of where political affiliation is now required and where not.  

Next meeting will be after new Committee formed.  
Adjourned at 1:25 pm.
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