Public Safety Committee

February 1, 2011
Minutes

Committee Members: Councilors Ed Adrian (EA) (Chair); Bram Kranichfeld (BK);  

                                    Kurt Wright (KW);
Staff:   Richard Haesler (RH), CA’s Office; 
I.  7:25 p.m.- Call to Order

II. Agenda
(a) Agenda amended on (BK) Motion to added items #3.1, 3.2, 3.3 – reports re fluoridation as submitted  
          Amended agenda approved on BK’s Motion with second from (KW)
III. Public Forum

a. Ian Galbraith – member – Burlington’s Board of Health – dissenting from Bd.     

          recommendation to eliminate fluoride treated water supply

b. Jay Vos – member – Burlington Board of Health – in favor of eliminating 

          fluoride treated water supply.

c. Kevin Hurley
d. Roger Marshall – member – Public Works Commission 
e. Jared Woods - member- Public Works Commission – also member of the subcommittee tasked with the report

f. Debra Loring – chemist – 

g. David Berezniak – City Council member

h. Joan Shannon – City Council member

IV. Report from Public Works Director or Designee on effect of new EPA Fluoride Guidelines in respect to City Water Supply

Laurie Adams (LA) 

EPA  Guidelines – first dropped to .8 ; now to .7 ; complicated by oversite provisions; i.e. Burlington is overseen by DEC ; DEC overseen by Dental Health – State regs say that if you add fluoride to water supply, then you can not add less than X nor more than Y.  The parameters are therefore set – so the City cannot decide on its own to set a number which is below the minimum – if it wants less than the minimum then it can legally only choose to not fluoridate at all.  

(EA)  So , with respect to the subcommittee report, the Department’s position is?

(LA) Let me step back – First there is the NRC Report which I commend and find the most persuasive and thorough presentation – and I note that there is a repeated proviso: “to determine the adverse effects of fluoridation…additional testing is needed.”  Therefore; see the recommendation.
(BK)  I feel I need more information concerning what exactly6 are the benefits – is there any definitive study?

(LA)  Health and Human Services – Note: their recommendation came out after our recommendation

(EA)  Thank you to the subcommittee

Dr. Patrick Rowe – Oral Health Director for the Vermont Department of Health – in response to (BK’s) query; 15 to 30 percent reduction based on exposure – compared to 40 to 60 percent a generation ago – but there is a 38 to 1 benefit for every dollar spent – via reduced health care – see just Medicaid - $400,000 just there

· the .7 recommendation is linked to maximum benefit re decay vs. a rise in fluorosis thereafter. – not final yet as there is still the comment period available prior to the final report; but right now .7 looks good.

(KW)  What about recommendations that infants not use fluoridated water?

(PR)  Based on fluorosis – that where that comes from – there is no documented    study confirming any additional risks of harm

(EA)  I get concerned about the toxic waste claims

(PR) Hydrofluorocystic Acid vs Sodium fluoride – yes – the Hydro is, in fact, industrial waste – smokestacks –but nevertheless it works and there is federal regulation re contamination – the Sodium fluoride (medical fluoride) regulated through the FDA is actually set so that a higher level of contamination is permissible

(EA) Is there a cost differential?
(LA)  Don’t know – Our change to the Hydrofluorocystic was based on worker safety via the application process (liquid delivery by hose as opposed to actually needing to mix a powder solution) 
(EA)  What about the other health issues which have been raised?

(PR) The only documented health issue continues to be fluorosis

(BK)  Is there a statistic for severe fluorosis occurrence?

(PR)  that figure appears to be 0 to 4 percent of the population based on sampling; 

(KW) Would you agree that education has a role here in terms of public awareness of the issues; information and misinformation?

(PR)  Certainly – we need a more active discussion via Dentists with patients ; and the public

(EA)  On that note  - this might be the time to introduce Dr. Charles Buckwalter (CB)

Dr. Charles Buckwalter from Timber Lane Dental – largest provider of Dental Medicaid in the State
· increase in decay if fluoridation is discontinued – and already there is insufficient dentistry in the state

· What percentage of the state has fluorinated water

· 50 % of the population via 60% of community water systems

Committee Discussion

(EA)  Appreciate both sides are engaging in a lively debate – cost benefit analysis – but also from a public health concern – I believe in Government – appreciate Councilor Shannon’s desire to inform the public of our drop to .7

Resolve:  

Public Works Department will inform the Public of the new fluoridation level through publication in the monthly billing statement

Resolve further:

Public Works Department will investigate available forms of fluoridation with regard to cost and respective benefits and report back to the Committee by April 1, 2011.
(BK)  Move

(KW) Second

Passes Unanimously

VI. Adjournment

(BK) Move

(KW) Second

Meeting Adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

