
Public Safety Committee

February 21, 2012
Minutes

(Approved 3/8/12)
Committee Members: Councilors Bram Kranichfeld (BK) (Chair); Norm Blais (NB);  

          
Emma Mulvaney-Stanak (EM) 
Staff: 
Richard Haesler (RH), CA’s Office; Ron Redmond (RR) Church Street     

Marketplace; Michael Schirling (MS) Burlington Police Chief; Seth Lasker (SL) Burlington Fire Chief; Bruce Bourgeois (BB) BFD; Kevin McLaughlin (KM) Burlington Fire Commission


Others Present: See attached Sign-In Sheet
6:07 p.m. - Call to Order

I. (a) Agenda
(BK)  Move to modify the agenda to break out the Church Street Trespass ordinance and the Panhandling ordinance; 4A and 4B.
(NB) Move to amend.
(EM) second

Agenda as amended approved unanimously.
(b) Minutes of 2/1/12 meeting

(NB) Move to approve the minutes

(EM) Second

Minutes approved unanimously

II.  Public Forum

1. Faried Munarsyah – opposed panhandling

2. Sandra Schlosser – Speaking out against panhandling laws as discriminatory

3. Jeff Nick – Marketplace Commission – both the trespass ordinance and the panhandling ordinance address issues very important to the Church Street business community
4. Paul Feiner – City Market – supportive of these measures – City Market issued 75 trespasses all of last year; there have already bee 93 so far this year
5. Jonathan Leavitt – opposes these ordinances ; call for love of fellow man

6. Liza Cowan – get rid of the stranglehold of the Church Street Marketplace
7. Phil Merrick - issue is not about poverty; it is about behavior
8. Joanna Robinson – street musician 
9. Jim Ramey – felt threatened by recent behaviors
10. Bill Oetjon – streets belong to all of us; not the property of the Marketplace
11. Annie Jordan – against these ordinances ; works with the Spectrum kids
12. Robert Cavoris – against – who will be most affected?
13. Matt Young – Howard Center street worker – in favor of both; need to address behaviors
14. Walter Norton – us versus them motif is upsetting
15. Jay Vos – cites this as a repeat of the sitting ban
16. Steve Marshall – this is a symptom of the increasing societal divide; and the obvious intention is to make things easier for business
17. Tobin Jordan – opposed to both
18. Kelly Devine – pro ordinance; about behavior – not about income
19. Ken Lawless – this is not about behavior; behavior can be addressed by the laws which already exist
20. Ariel Adlestein –  opposed to both

Public Forum – closed @ 6:50 pm.

(NB) Given the number of people here on Ordinance concerns, proposes switch of #3 and #4 on the agenda.

(EM) second

Agenda amended

3A – Church Street Marketplace Ordinance re Unlawful Trespass

(AR) What we are seeing with regard to recent chronic problem behaviors.  Discussion of rising social service needs and demands in a tight economy.
(MS)  The trespass provisions mirror the City Hall Park and Library Ordinance Provisions.  They are in fact designed not to criminalize, to avoid criminalizing certain recurrent problem behaviors

(EM) questions how the Library and City Hall Park ordinances are working

(MS) low usage actually – serve as deterrent

(RH) As staff to the committee but also as Assistant City Attorney, I have the task of drafting to address the due process concerns – there are greater provisions here re the public street aspect – ultimately the city counsel will have to decide if these safeguards are enough and then we will need to be prepared to defend the ordinance if its challenged.
(EM) feels this is premature – wants more time/discussion, perhaps greater understanding of how the City Hall/Library ordinances are being applied
(BK)  I am prepared to advance this now – satisfied that it targets behavior not class and will ask for its approval

(NB)  I am also prepared to advance this ordinance.

(EM) but why do we need this if the criminal code already allows for redress?

(BK)  It give an immediate response to a present existing problem that the criminal courts simply are not equipped to offer.

(MS) agrees

(NB) Recommend committee approves and sponsor this ordinance with a first reading before the counsel and referral on to the Ordinance Committee for their consideration

(BK) seconds

Vote passes 2 to 1 with (EM) opposing

3B – Panhandling Ordinance

(AR) Panhandling Ordinance was rewritten in 2002 and there is now a move to address and encompass behavior which are problematic to the community while still recognizing the first amendment rights of those concerned
Discussion follow – it becomes apparent that the committee has not received the most current version of the draft ordinance which the Marketplace Commission approved and voted to put forward 

(NB)  Move to table.  To reset with Final Version and w/ map and with other City similar ordinances in other cities not named Orlando – to be schedule for second March meeting of the committee
(EM) Second

Motion passes unanimously

4.  Firestation Consolidation - continued
Discussion and Analysis – What would happen if 1 and 5 were combined; or 1 and 3 by building a new larger station to serve the areas.  Or can one be closed by bumping out one of the other remaining stations – consider the financials

(Deputy Chief Bourgeois) – important to note that calls have risen annually for every station in the City – so closure is possible but not reduction of personnel or equipment.  So in the end any potential savings would then be minimal.  
Also consider the numbers at # 3 ; 2300 – which included UVM

(BK) Is the report from 2009 still relevant?

(SL)   Yes, but the overlapping incidents material now provided was not a part of those materials and I think it demonstrates how consolidation will impact response times now in a manner that would need careful consideration before making any changes

(BK)  Motion for bringing this back in March as well – with a Memo to be received from the CAO’s office a week prior to that meeting – set for March 20 or 22.

Noting that the last council meeting for this council will be March 26.

(NB) Move to Adjourn

(EM) Second

Meeting Adjourned at 8:24 pm

