Public Safety Committee

January 31, 2012
Minutes

(Approved 2/21/12)
Committee Members: Councilors Bram Kranichfeld (BK) (Chair); Norm Blais (NB);  

          
Emma Mulvaney-Stanak (EM) –  present by phone;
Staff:   Richard Haesler (RH), CA’s Office; Laurie Adams (LA) DPW;  Steve Goodkind (SG) DPW;

Others Present: Donna Hayes, Chris Copp; Kevin Hurley;  Jared Wood; Maggie Gunderson; Brad Hartley; Jay Vos; Molly Fleming; Laurie Larsen; Linda McDonald Glynn; Alan Sousie; Debra Loring; Dr. Chuck Bookwalter; Kevin Hurley
6:07 p.m. - Call to Order

I. (a) Agenda
(EM) Move to approve the agenda.
(NB) second

Agenda approved unanimously.
(b) Minutes of 9/13/11 meeting

(NB) Move to approve the minutes

(EM) Second

Minutes approved unanimously

II.  Public Forum

1. Donna Hayes – muggings in Burlington as an issue of public safety; her son was mugged and is now a TBI victim

2. Maggie Gunderson – fire hydrants in the City; question: are there loops?

3. Jared Wood – Ward 1- traffic enforcement; large public safety issue – running red lights and running stop signs
III. (a) Water Fluoridation – Re-Referral: Public Forum

1. Chris Copp – working on this since 2005 – opposed – Hydrofluorosilicic Acid is a Class 1 toxic waste
2. Donna Hayes – Dental field employee – opposed – see baby formula

3. Brad Hartley – opposed – see no medication w/o consent

4. Jay Vos – Ward 5 – former d. of Health – opposed – since 2005 referendum

5. Lori Larsen – teaching at UVM – opposed – how much does it cost?

6. Molly Fleming – acupuncturist – opposed – check variations re abilities to detoxify

7. Maggie Gunderson – PW Commission – opposed - on the Fluoridation subcommittee but speaking personally as a victim of osteomytitus who must treat personally to remove fluoride

8. Laurie Adams – DPW – water and wastewater treatment – reads in recommendation of the subcommittee re deferral of fluoridation

9. Linda McDonald Glynn – Professor and Lawyer – opposed

10. Alan Sousie – Bd. of Health – opposed – fluoride creates neurotoxicity

11. Jared Wood – PW Commission – opposed – was on the subcommittee referenced above

12. Vince Brennan – City Councilor – UVM will no longer be serving bottled water

(b) Fluoridation – Invited Guests 

1. Debra Loring – Environmental Chemist/ ex-Lab Director :  In 1995 the EPA headquarters union called for a moratorium on fluoridation – this raised the alarm for her – campaigned against since.  Cites higher rates of critical bone defects in fluoridated cities; increases in bone cancers; earlier on-sets of puberty in females (6 mos.); minimal scientific data to support continued use; how can unclear benefits out weigh these risks?

2. Dr. Chuck Bookwalter – Pediatric Dentist with Timber Lane – cites benefit re topical effect ; including recent 4 % increase in tooth decay for infants and toddlers; .07 has been set so as to be safe for use in baby formula; however not continued caution regarding any fluoride with dialysis

3. Kevin Hurley – why should there be discussion of the margin of safety when this is the only no-opt-out drug administered by the government
(c ) Fluoridation – committee Discussion

(EM) supports discontinuing use

(BK)  prepared now to make a recommendation to discontinue use

(NB)  Looks to clarify our directive from Council

(BK)  We have an obligation to recommend one way or the other

(NB) cites that he is new to the committee ; does not feel that this was sufficiently vetted for him to make a recommendation; questions whether the public was sufficiently aware of this evening’s meeting; would like another session with broader warning given

(NB)  Move to suspend this item; for continuation at a separately warned meeting with a vote by the committee to be taken at the conclusion thereof.

(BK)  Second

Motion passes unanimously

IV. Fire Stations – 2009 Consolidation Report Follow-up – Status

V. Church Street Marketplace – proposed ordinance amendments

VI. Aggressive Panhandling

(BK)  Move to continue Items 4, 5, and 6 to the 2/21 meeting

(NB)  Second

Motion passes unanimously

VII.     Any Other Business
(BK)  See if we can set a follow-up Fluoride Meeting for 2/23 in Contois Auditorium  from 6 pm to 8 pm with an invitation to Dr. Chen, Department of Health 

VIII.     Adjournment

(NB)  Move to Adjourn

(EM) Second
Meeting Adjourned at 8:17 pm.

