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Burlington Takes Action!





TO:

TEUC: Transportation, Energy and Utility Committee

FROM:
Jennifer Green/CEDO, Sandrine Thibault/DPZ

RE:

Updated Climate Action Plan – Resolution Sponsorship

DATE:
January 11, 2013
cc:
David White/DPZ, Peter Owens/CEDO, Carina Driscoll/Mayor’s Office

Introduction and Data:  In 2000, Burlington wrote one of the nation’s first Climate Action Plans.  An updated version is now in draft form and poised for adoption by the City Council.  This draft Plan is based on two greenhouse gas inventories conducted using the Climate Registry and ICLEI (Local Governments for Sustainability) general reporting protocol and a tool developed specifically for the City of Burlington.   As detailed in the draft Plan, the first inventory (based on 2007 data) revealed that the City of Burlington generated 397,272.4 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (tCO2e).   The second inventory (using 2010 data) revealed that the City of Burlington generated 423,542.7 tCO2e, a 7% increase from 2007.  

Not only did this Climate Action Plan update entail an extensive greenhouse gas analysis, it involved the time and energy of dozens of community players and partners over the span of several years.  In 2008, eight working groups composed of members of the public, business representatives, non-profit sector leaders, government staff and others generated 200+ strategies on how to reduce emissions.  

This was followed by an extensive analysis of these strategies. Conducted by Spring Hill Solutions, a Burlington-based, carbon-management, clean-energy consulting firm, this analysis identified which of those strategies could be quantified and hence used to track City progress. The results of this detailed analysis is on the Climate Action Plan website: http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CAP/Our-Plan/Cost-Carbon-Benefit-Analysis/
The next step involved a final prioritization of the entire 200+ recommendations, including the strategies analyzed by Spring Hill Solutions.  This involved setting criteria to determine the most important and viable projects for the short and medium term.  After a thorough prioritization process, including additional public participation, the City identified the 36 mitigation strategies presented in the draft Plan.  Finally, in July 2012, the draft Climate Action Plan went to the City Council for the first of two public hearing.  

After a fair amount of reflection on the feedback from the July City Council presentation, and in an effort to focus attention on the dozens of community-vetted actions, the Climate Action Plan draft was reorganized to focus more on the action steps and less on the cost-carbon analysis.  With renewed emphasis on the recommended actions outlined in the Plan, Council President Shannon decided that the CAP should be reviewed by the TEUC (rather than the BOF as originally planned at the July 2012 City Council meeting).  The most recent draft Climate Action Plan is attached.
REQUESTED ACTION STEP:  Burlington now stands poised to adopt this new Climate Action Plan (which is also the updated chapter of the Energy Chapter of the Municipal Development Plan). Adopting this plan will not only guide Burlington stakeholders in the reduction of our greenhouse gas emissions, but possibly save the City money while improving our quality of life. 
To facilitate the adoption process, we are requesting that a resolution, sponsored by TEUC members, be sent to the City Council.  A draft resolution will be made available to you at the Tuesday, January 15 meeting.    

