
The vision of planBTV South End is to preserve and enhance the South End’s 
distinctive characteristics so that it continues to be a desirable place to live, innovate 
and create. The South End has always been an important piece of Burlington’s 
economy and a place of change. This is our plan for shaping that change so that, 
together, we can ensure that this place we love today is a place that we can love even 
more tomorrow. 

Our plan for the South End builds upon the unique identities of the neighborhood- 
from the area of Pine Street that functions as one of the city’s iconic arts hubs, to the 
far reaches of Industrial Parkway where R&D and industry thrive. The plan discusses 
how these identities contribute to the South End’s character as a diverse and creative 
place, and identifies key action steps that will reinforce these experiences in the 
future. In order to advance these key recommendations, the plan also details specific 
strategies for economic development, arts and affordability, mobility, neighborhood 
open spaces, brownfields, stormwater and housing.

Our Plan for  
the South End
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The Vision for #OurSouthEnd
The South End is a neighborhood that is loved by all. Whether for it’s arts 
scene, availability of jobs or the bike path, South Enders have a lot to say 
about the energy and creativity that defines this part of Burlington. The 
neighborhood has earned its reputation as a place of innovation, hard 
work and reinvestment. We’ve witnessed its organic evolution, with artists, 
makers and businesses answering the call to reimagine the South End’s 
spaces as they become available. There’s a strong desire to preserve this 
identity, as a place that grows and changes through the creativity of its 
people. However, as the South End’s reputation has spread, it has become 
increasingly desirable—so much so that we’re seeing new challenges 
emerge, such as competition for space, unmet housing demand and 
increased traffic. 

planBTV South End is all about preserving and 
enhancing what makes the neighborhood great, and 
sparking improvements where they’re needed as the 
South End continues to evolve. In the pages that follow, you’ll 
find strategies for strengthening the characteristics that define the 
South End, and expanding the space and resources available for the 
neighborhood to thrive. The neighborhood’s creativity has brought it to 
where it is today, and the same innovative energy is what it will take to 
solve its challenges into the future.

Good plans are rooted in the voices and aspirations of the community they 
serve—and planBTV South End is no exception. The recommendations 
in this plan outline a course of action for the South End’s future, guided 
by the principles summarized on page 34—principles which South 
Enders articulated by lending their voices throughout this planning 
effort. Specific input on how to achieve these goals varied widely; these 
recommendations strike a balance to support the overall vision.

This plan is about strengthening the characteristics of the South End to preserve what we 
love today, and give us more to love in the future. Above are a few ‘Smiles’ and ‘Changes’ 
submitted during the South End Crawl in late 2014.

“ The energy and 
creativity that 
you can feel.” 
SOUTH END CRAWL ‘SMILE’

“ What could become a 
real strength: artist/
creation/innovation 
district and such.” 
SOUTH END CRAWL ‘CHANGE’

“ Old factory/industrial buildings 
very well preserved and 
adapted so well to a diversity 
of new uses. How seamlessly/
harmoniously industrial, 
residential, commercial, 
institutional and recreational 
seem to coexist in this 
neighborhood.” 
SOUTH END CRAWL ‘SMILE’

“ I’d make it more 
bikeable & walkable. 
More path/bikeways 
to the Lake from Pine 
Street.” 
SOUTH END CRAWL ‘CHANGE’
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planBTV South End is about preserving and enhancing what makes the South End great by:

Reinforcing an Arts Hub 
p. 40

Expanding the Innovation 
District 
p. 46

Connecting Neighborhood 
Resources 
p. 56

Preserving R&D and Industry
p. 52

To achieve this vision, planBTV provides specific recommendations in seven themes.
Look for these icons throughout the Plan or skip to the following sections for more details:

Creative & 
Vibrant Economy

p. 62

Arts &
Affordability

p. 68

Connectivity 
& Mobility

p. 82

Neighborhood 
Parks &  

Open Spaces
p. 78

Barge Canal 
& Brownfields

p. 92

Stormwater
Management

p. 95

Housing & 
the South End

p. 72

PHOTO BY LEE KROHN
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MAP LEGEND
Focus Area The Enterprise Zoning District

Existing Buildings

Potential Expansion of Existing Buildings such as current one-story 
buildings on Industrial Parkway

Potential Infill Development such as on existing parking lots or other 
vacant or underutilized parcels

Potential Reuse of Existing Buildings/Sites such as the Blodgett Site or 
the City’s former street department building

New or Improved Park/Open Space such as the Barge Canal site or 
plazas/parklets associated with new developments

Pine Street Linear Arts Park/Corridor

Potential New Street Connection such as potential connections in the 
Railyard Enterprise Project or infill development in the vicinity of Lakeside 
Avenue

Planned Champlain Parkway Route, including new construction between 
Queen City Park Road and Lakeside Avenue, as well as proposed 
improvements to Pine Street

Existing Bike Path/Bike Routes, including the shared use path along the 
Lake and its on-street connections through South End neighborhoods

Proposed New/Improved Bike & Pedestrian Routes, including the South 
End neighborhood path and on-street bike facilities on Pine Street

Potential Bus Route to connect to Queen City Park Road and to relocate 
significant bus traffic off of lower Pine Street

Raised/Textured Intersection/Crosswalk 

Proposed Traffic Signal (as part of Champlain Parkway Plans)

Intersections to Study for Potential Improvements

How to Read This Plan
The South End is a big and varied place. With over 800 acres of 
land, this neighborhood is made up of many smaller neighborhoods, 
each with distinctive characteristics, opportunities and challenges. 
These areas vary in their look and feel; in their relationship to the 
Lake, downtown and the transportation network; in their history and 
development patterns; and in the types of buildings and uses we find 
within them. 

While this plan is for the entire South End, many of the 
neighborhood’s challenges and opportunities exist within the 
Enterprise Zoning District, which is the “focus area” outlined on maps 
within this plan. The majority of the plan’s recommendations apply 
to this focus area. Other recommendations identify ways in which the 
focus area can better integrated with the residential communities 
surrounding it. The planBTV South End framework is summarized 
in the map on the following page. In “Key Actions to Preserve and 
Enhance the South End,” beginning on page 40, you’ll see more 
detailed discussions about smaller areas of the neighborhood where 
the South End’s characteristics are most predominant today, and 
where there is great opportunity for expanding them in the future. In 
“Strategies to Guide Policies and Projects,” beginning on page 60, 
you’ll find these and other recommendations described more fully.   

Look for the symbols from the previous page to connect the dots, 
and better understand how strategies from each of the plan’s seven 
themes will help us preserve and enhance the South End’s distinct 
characteristics. 
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Create a Pine Street 
Arts Corridor and 
Linear Arts Park. Add 
historical interpretive 
signage and utilize 
innovative landscape 
features to manage 
stormwater. 

Prioritize 
retention/
expansion 
of existing 
buildings to 
support small 
artist/maker 
enterprises.

Improve walking 
and biking 
conditions and 
transit service on 
Pine Street. Add 
traffic-calming 
strategies throughout 
the corridor. 

Create a publicly-
accessible open 
space on the Barge 
Canal Superfund 
site—with trails and 
signage telling the 
story of the site.

Seek 
opportunities 
to create new 
ped/bike links 
from Pine 
Street to Lake 
Champlain.

Extend the 
bike path 
along the 
waterfront 
to Lakeside 
Ave.

Fill missing links 
in a South End 
Neighborhood 
Path, linking 
neighborhoods east 
of Pine to Calahan 
Park, local schools, 
and beyond.*

Transform surface 
parking lots and 
underutilized sites 
near Lakeside Ave 
into a walkable, mixed-
use innovation hub, 
with new space for 
businesses from high-
tech to hand-made. 

Create new 
space; explore 
potential for 
reuse of sites for 
light-industrial/
maker activities 
along Briggs Street 
& Flynn Avenue. 

Enable multi-family 
housing behind 
Champlain School, on land 
now owned by the school 
district, and in other areas 
where permitted by zoning.

Create space 
for expansion of 
businesses on 
Industrial Parkway 
through development 
on parking lots; 
consider a shared 
parking structure. 

Slow traffic 
on Pine south 
of Flynn; add 
curb extensions 
and mini 
traffic circles; 
incorporate 
stormwater 
management.

Restore safe volume 
of stormwater in 
Englesby Brook, 
and consider stream 
restoration in future.

Expand space available for 
maker enterprises within 
new infill development; 
incorporate active ground 
level uses; design/locate 
buildings to define streets 
and open spaces.

Construct 
Champlain 
Parkway—a 
2-lane 
road with a 
separated 
multi-use 
path.

Improve 
walkability and 
encourage infill 
development near 
Pine Street and 
Flynn Avenue with 
neighborhood-
supporting mixed-
use.

Improve walking, 
biking, transit 
and driving 
conditions 
throughout the 
neighborhood 
by increasing 
connectivity and 
route alternatives. 

planBTV South End Framework

MAP LEGEND
Focus Area
Existing Buildings
Potential Expansion of Existing 
Buildings
Potential Infill Development
Potential Reuse of Existing Buildings/
Sites
New or Improved Park/Open Space
Pine Street Linear Arts Park/Corridor
Potential New Street Connection

Planned Champlain Parkway Route
Existing Bike Path/Bike Routes
Proposed New/Improved Bike & 
Pedestrian Routes *See p.85
Potential Bus Route
Raised/Textured Intersection/
Crosswalk 
Proposed Traffic Signal (as part of 
Champlain Parkway Plans)
Intersections to Study for Potential 
Improvements

Encourage infill/ 
redevelopment along 
Shelburne to provide 
neighborhood-
supporting mixed use 
& multi family house.
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