DARREN M. SPRINGER, Esq.
EDUCATION
Vermont Law School, South Royalton, VT
Juris Doctor (May 2005, cum laude) 
Master of Studies in Environmental Law (MSEL) (May 2005, magna cum laude)
· Class Rank 24/168; Dean’s List: Fall 2003 
· Vermont Law Review, Managing Editor
· VLS Trial Advocacy Team Member:  Selected after campus-wide competition
· Academic Excellence Award for highest grade in U.S. Supreme Court: Politics and Process
· Vermont Legal Research Group Member:  Summarize cases for the Vermont Bar Journal 
Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL
B.A., History, May 2002
· Minor: Business Administration
· President Lower Division Honors Society 1998-2000

EXPERIENCE
Burlington Electric Department 

Chief Operating Officer/Manager for Strategy and Innovation, Jan. 2017-current

· Manage 35 staff across five divisions in the Center for Innovation including policy and planning, energy services, risk management, information technology and finance

· Support implementation of key strategic plan goals including Burlington net zero energy goal 
· Led initiation of Solar Shopper program and electric vehicle rebate and finance program
· Secured multiple grants to support electric bus deployment  
· Provide expertise on regulatory and legislative policy matters 

· Primary lead on district heat incentive legislation which was signed into law (ACT 102, 2018)
Office of Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin

Chief of Staff, May 2015-Jan. 2017
· Worked to advance the Governor’s legislative agenda and policy priorities
· Assisted the Governor in managing 24 agencies/departments, over 8,000 state employees, and a state budget of over $5 billion 
· Participated as a member of the Governor’s Cabinet in interagency policy development 

· Managed Executive Office staff and Executive Office budget of over $2 million
Vermont Department of Public Service 

Deputy Commissioner, Mar. 2013 - May 2015

· Worked as primary Administration lead on renewable energy standard (ACT 56, 2015)
· Worked as primary Administration lead on net metering legislation (ACT 99, 2014)
· Provided expert testimony to legislative committees, and conducted numerous media interviews
· Initiated Heat Saver Loan Program, with grant support
· Assisted in managing Department budget of over $19 million and staff of over 45 employees 
Office of U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders 

Chief Counsel, Nov. 2012 – Mar. 2013
Senior Policy Advisor, Sept. 2011 – Nov. 2012

Senior Legislative Assistant for Energy and Environment, Mar. 2009 – Aug. 2011
· Primary staffer responsible for advancing the Senator’s energy/environment legislative priorities
· Staffed the Senator on the Energy and Natural Resources Committee, the Environment and Public Works Committee, and Green Jobs and New Economy Subcommittee

· Drafted legislation, developed legislative strategy, drafted speeches and statements 
· Acted as a liaison with constituents, stakeholders, federal and state and local officials, and media
National Governors Association, Center for Best Practices (NGA Center), Environment, Energy & Natural Resources Division, Washington, DC

Program Director for Energy and Transportation, Jul. 2008 – Mar. 2009
Senior Policy Analyst, Jan. 2007 – Jun. 2008
Policy Analyst, Sept. 2005-Dec. 2006
· Directed the NGA Center’s work on clean energy, climate change, transportation, and land use

· Served as lead staff for 2007-2008 NGA Chair’s initiative, Securing a Clean Energy Future, and for 2008-2009 NGA Chair’s initiative, Strengthening our Infrastructure for a Sustainable Future
· Provided technical assistance to Governors and their senior policy staff, produced written products and reports, organized and hosted national policy summits 

· Developed state-industry clean energy partnerships 

· Managed several grants involving federal agencies and philanthropic foundations 
Vermont Alliance of Conservation Voters, Montpelier, VT

Legal Intern, Summer 2004
· Worked on environmental advocacy issues at the state level, performed legislative research
U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee - Senator Patrick Leahy Ranking Member, Washington, DC

Law Clerk, Spring 2004
· Drafted oversight letters to Department of Justice and analyzed federal judicial opinions
· Researched judicial nominees, staffed hearings, wrote memos and material for hearings 
· Conducted legal research on variety of topics
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
· Darren M. Springer, Beneficial Disruption: Vermont’s Renewable Energy Standard and the Need for Innovative Utility Regulation in the 21st Century, 42 Wm. & Mary Envtl. L& Pol’y Rev. 32 (2017), available at: http://www.wmelpr.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/3-Springer.pdf 
· Darren M. Springer and Greg Dierkers, An Infrastructure Vision for the 21st Century, National Governors Association Center for Best Practices, 2009. 
· Darren M. Springer, “Three Key Challenges That Offer States and Localities a New Opportunity for Smart Growth,” State and Local Law News, American Bar Association, Fall 2008. 
· Darren M. Springer, “States Lead by Example on Energy Policy,” Natural Resources & Environment, American Bar Association, Summer 2008. 
· Darren M. Springer, Securing a Clean Energy Future: A Call to Action, National Governors Association Center for Best Practices, 2007. 
· Darren M. Springer, How States Can Help to Resolve the Rapanos/Carabell Dilemma, 21 Tulane Envt’l L.J. 83 (2007).
· Darren M. Springer, State Policy and the Exercise of the Power of Eminent Domain, National Governors Association Center for Best Practices, Dec. 15, 2005.
· Darren M. Springer, Note, Re-imagining the WTO: Applications of the New Deal as a Means of Remedying Emerging Global Issues, 29 Vt. L. Rev. 1067 (2005).
BAR MEMBERSHIPS
· Admitted to the Vermont Bar (November, 2013)

· Admitted to the Virginia Bar (December, 2007)

· Admitted to the Florida Bar (October, 2005)

AFFILIATIONS, PRESENTATIONS and PRO BONO
· University of Vermont, Center for Research on Vermont, Policy Fellow on Climate Change and Renewable Energy – Political Science Department
· Board Member – Vermont Natural Resources Council, member of Finance Subcommittee 
· Board Member – Energy Action Network
· Member of Renewable Energy Vermont 2018 Conference Committee 
· Guest lectures at Vermont Law School, Middlebury College, UVM, Champlain College, and Bard College Center for Environmental Policy
· Keynote Speaker\Presenter at:
· Vermont Community Energy and Climate Action Conference 2016 
· Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships Summit 2016 
· Northeast Biomass Heating 2016
· Renewable Energy Vermont Annual Conference 2015
· Pro Bono work for Northern Virginia Legal Services – researched and wrote materials for pro bono attorneys and their clients on garnishment of wages and commingling of funds
