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CHARTER CHANGE TO PROHIBIT SEMI-AUTOMATIC

ASSAULT WEAPONS AND MULTIPLE-AMMO CLIPS

In the year Two Thousand Thirteen………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the Burlington City Council respects the rights of citizens, as guaranteed by the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution, to bear arms; and


WHEREAS, the Council recognizes that the right to bear arms, like all constitutional rights, is subject to reasonable regulation to promote the common good and to protect the members of the community; and 


WHEREAS, the Council is aware that, under the current state of the federal and Vermont laws, a person (who is not a convicted felon) could be seen by a Burlington Police Officer walking with a semi- automatic assault weapon and carrying multiple-ammo clips towards one of our public schools, and until that person was actually on school property, that person’s actions would be totally legal and beyond the capacity of the police to intervene; and

WHEREAS, the Council is further aware that, under the current state of the federal and Vermont laws, a person (who is not a convicted felon) carrying a semi-automatic assault weapon with a multiple-ammo clip could be walking down the middle of Church Street, and that person’s actions would be totally legal and beyond the capacity of the police to intervene; and

WHEREAS, the Council is painfully aware of the multitude of incidents in the recent past during which innocent bystanders, attendees at movie theaters, gatherers at political events, school children, and others have been fatally killed by individuals wielding and firing semi-automatic weapons; and

WHEREAS, the possession of semi-automatic weapons and multiple-ammo clips does not further any legitimate interests of hunters or other sportspersons, nor does the possession of those weapons provide any significant protection to the lives of individuals or promote their safety; and

WHEREAS, the failure of officials on the federal and state level to address this issue should not serve to detract from the efforts of the officials of the City of Burlington to strike the proper balance between the Second Amendment right to bear arms and the right of all citizens to be safe and secure in their homes, schools, and public areas; and
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WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that state statue, codified at 24 V.S.A. 2291(8),  prohibits a municipality from adopting ordinances that would have an impact upon the possession of weapons;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that 


1.  the Charter Change Committee of the City Council be authorized to draft a charter change that would  ban the possession of semi-automatic assault weapons and multiple ammo clips in the City of Burlington, with such ban to be enforced by a substantial fine; 

2.  the Charter Change Committee be authorized to draft a charter change that would provide for the immediate seizure by the police of any semi-automatic assault weapons and/or multiple ammo clips that are unlawfully possessed,  with a civil forfeiture process to follow regarding the ultimate disposition of those weapons or multiple ammo clips.


3.  the Charter Change Committee attend to this proposal with all deliberate speed so that any proposed charter change be subject to public comment, voter approval and General Assembly ratification as soon as possible.
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